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Pee meee eee meme ee eeeeseeeseesesesesees 


Now 
By Bertha Gerneaux Woods 


ORD, do it now, I pray — transforming 
me; 
In place of sin today, give victory. 


Delivered from the body of this death, 
Now let me find in Thee my life, my breath. 


The burdens borne so long, so needlessly, 
The frets, the nagging fears, all laid on Thee! 


Swift answers, Lord, are Thine, no waiting 
long. 

Today Thou makest mine a new, new‘’song. 

For reassurance sweet comes straight from 
Thce: 

*‘I am the Vine, and thou a branch of me.”’ 


When Men Are Lost 


It is a tragedy when men are lost. 
There was a heart-break in the newspaper 
dispatches reporting the radio messages 
from Flight Lieutenant Ulm and his two 
fellow Australian fliers. In the vast 
reaches above the Pacific Ocean on Tues- 
day morning, December 4, he radioed, 
“Everything OK.” Four hours later: 
“Running out of gas. Have lost our way.” 
Twenty minutes later: “Have very little 
gasoline left. Need the beacon urgently.” 
Half an hour later: “Have no position. 
Must be badly lost.” After ten minutes: 
“Will land in sea. Have Army and Navy 
stand by.” A few minutes later, “SOS.” 
During the next half hour came several 
messages: “Still in the air. SOS.” Then: 
“Going down into sea now. Plane will 
float couple of days.” The last message: 
“On water now. SOS.” 

Was there any response to these desper- 
ate cries? Yes—probably never before 


have three lost men been searched for as 
these were. At the first sign of the plane’s 
danger the Army and Navy forces sprang 
into action. The S.S. President Coolidge, 
obeying the laws of the sea, at once turned 
from its course to render aid. Twenty- 
three naval surface craft, eighteen sub- 
marines, ‘Coast Guard vessels, scores of 
Japanese fishing sampans, and thirty-four 
airships united in the great hunt for the 
lost men. Rear Admiral Yarnall said the 
vessels were “so spaced that they could 
not fail to sight the plane if it was afloat.” 

All that night the great emergency bea- 
con at the fleet airbase thrust its powerful 
shafts of light into the sky, the first time 
in two years it had burned. The rescuing 
airmen were determined to search the 2,500 
square miles of ocean thoroughly — but, 
“There is a lot of water out there,” was 
their comment. 

A search like this is expensive; more 
than 30,000 gallons of gasoline were con- 
sumed by the military planes, — but what is 
money when human lives are at stake? The 
Australian Government offered $6,000 as a 
reward to anyone finding the fliers. Day 
after day and night after night passed as 
the hunt continued. Finally, five days after 
the death-plane was forced down into the 
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sea, the would-be rescue aviators gay. up 
their search, though surface vessels con- 
tinued the hunt. 

Some peculiarly tragic facts stand out. 
The radio direction beacon had, of course, 
been sending out its beams all the time, 
both before and after the lost men asked 
for it. They had declined to take a col- 
lapsible life boat with them when they left 
California, and neither Ulm nor his com- 
panions carried life preservers. “If we go 
down, we will die laughing,” Ulm had said. 
His desperate calls for help as he faced 
death had no laugh in them. 

It is a tragic story —and what a chal- 
lenge it brings to Christian people to be 
soul-winners! The whole world rejoices 
that this vast expenditure of human 
strength, time, and money was made in 
the tireless search for three men that their 
physical lives might be saved. But if this 
immense effort was put forth, and rightly, 
because three men were lost physically, 
how much greater is the need of unspar- 
ing effort that men may not be lost spir- 
itually and eternally! What would happen 
if the Church of Christ took the condition 
of lost souls throughout the world as seri- 
ously as these rescuers took the physical 
danger of three men? 
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The Crown of Assurance 


HE most golden (perhaps) of all 

the promises — felt to be so by count- 
less myriads of saints all down the 
ages —is embedded in the very nature of 
God, and springs equally from the very 
nature of things. Paul begins his climb 
up the last summit of Christian assurance 
with these words: “We know”’— for it 
is not opinion, or conjecture, or inference, 
but fact— “that all things’—the entire 
mechanism of the universe —‘“work to- 
gether for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to 
his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). For as in 
nature, so in grace, divine mathematics — 
albeit invisible — underlie all things. That 
an acorn never becomes anything but an 
oak is predestination. All nature is a 
marvelous mass of co-operating forces 
duplicating a divine design: so infinite love, 
co-working with infinite power, has 
stamped upon all things a single design, 
so that they co-ordinate to achieve a single 
effect — the ultimate perfection of the child 





This editorial is an unusual and revealing 
study of a familiar passage of Scripture, and 
is full of comfort for all Christian readers. It 
is reprinted from The Dawn (Nov. 15, 1932), 
and is by the editor, D. M. Panton. 


of God. “Did I not believe in absolute 
predestination,” King William III said to 
Bishop Burnett, “I could not believe in a 
providence; for it would be most absurd 
to suppose a Being of infinite wisdgm to 
act without a plan, for which pldn predes- 
tination is only another name.” 


A CuHaAINn oF GOLD 


Five links, wrought of the eternal pur- 
poses of God, and looped between eternity 
and eternity, fasten us to the Eternal 
Throne; and on those Paul establishes his 
proof forever. Two of the links are in 
the eternity behind; the two middle links 
lie on the earth, as the chain falls and 
catches us up with it; the last link is 
fastened again, out of sight, to the throne 
of God in the eternity beyond. Here are 
the five: “Whom he foreknew’ —this is 
the starting link, forged before times eter- 
nal; “whom he foreordained” —here is the 
choice, still hidden in the breast of God 
before the foundation of the world; “whom 
he called” —the chain looping down, now 
lies on the earth, within touch of men; 
“whom he justified’—the link that is 
fastening round each soul as it is saved; 
“them he .. . glorified” —the chain has 
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sprung out of sight, and fastens itself once 
again on the throne of God in the eternity 
beyond. 


I, ForEKNOWLEDGE 


The chain starts from the secret recesses 
of the mind of God in the eternal ages 
before creation. “Whom he foreknew”’ — 
in that divine foreknowledge which is 
memory reversed; he foreknew not the 
mass merely, but mentally isolated and 
recorded its individual units: “those on 
whom his eye fixed from all eternity with 
love; whom he eternally contemplated and 
discerned as his” (Godet). The vision of 
the whole of the redeemed rises before 
God far down through the unborn ages. 
“It is no mere foreknowledge of what they 
would do, but rather of what he would do 
for them” (Moule). “Elect,” says Peter, 
“according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit 
. .. and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ” (1 Pet. 1:2). The eternity before 
us is based on the eternity behind us, in 
which every one of us rose up before the 
eye of God—not one was wanting there: 
our future eternity rests, not on time or 
anything in time, but on the eternity be- 
fore the creation of man: from the throne 
of the Almighty in the eternal ages the 
ordered procession arose, in its endless 
stream of apostles, prophets, martyrs, wit- 
nesses, down to the last child of God that 
shall ever be born. 


II. ForeorDINATION 


The second link in the chain is still out 
of sight in the eternity behind. “Whom 
he foreknew, he also foreordained” — so 
that he had each fixed in mind, and visibly 
before him, as he pronounced the saving 
decree — “to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren.” This lets us into 
the profoundest secret of election. God 
sets the mighty machinery in motion from 
all eternity, and predestines by divine de- 
cree, not so much to glorify us, as to glorify 
Christ: our selection is a means to an erd, 
and that end is a group of mirrors set 
round a central Light—Curist thronged 
with a family of identical holiness. So 
that election is not so much an election to 
an escape from hell, as a foreordaining to 
holiness and Godlike character, for the 
purpose of creating companions for Christ. 
“He chose us in-him before the foundation 
of the World, that we should be holy” — 
the purpose of election is the manufacture 
of brothers for Christ—‘“and without 
blemish before him in love” (Eph. 1:4). 
So that election is not Fate, or Destiny, 
or a hard mechanical act of arbitrary 
choice; but the creation, by a loving God, 
of a people as holy (at last) as Christ is, 
for the glory of Christ: the means is our 
glory; the end is Christ’s. No proof of 
our absolute security could be more over- 
whelming than that our glory is essential 
to Christ’s. 

III. Carine 


Now the first golden link appears within 
human sight; for all that God had fore- 
seen and fore-decided must now be wrought 
out by him in actual fact, since he who 
wills the end, wills also the means. So 
an enormous task immediately opened up 
before the Most High. “Whom he fore- 
ordained, them he also called”— summoned, 
invited; putting apostles and prophets and 
evangelists to his lips as trumpets for 
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the summons. “Brethren beloved of the 
Lord . . . God chose you from the begin- 
ning unto salvation . .. whereunto he 
called you through our gospel” (2 Thess. 
2:13). Not one of the foreknown is for- 
gotten; each link is rooted in the link be- 
fore, and so every one whom God saw, 
God now calls: in attic, or nursery, or 
sick chamber, or Sunday school class, or 
on the battlefield, or in the sinking war- 
ship, or in the death-throes, comes the low 
sweet call of the Bridegroom to the Bride; 
and none who ever hears that call says No. 
For it is not only the outward call of 
the Gospel, but the inward call of the 
Spirit: so we read in the Acts — “As many 
as were ordained to eternal life believed” 
(Acts 15748). 


IV. JustIFICATION 


The fourth link, springing into sight 
the moment.sthe call is heard, is the only 
other link mortal eyes have ever seen. 

‘nom he called, them he also justified.” 
How extraordinarily the viewpoint of God 
alone is given! Only what God does comes 
into sight in the whole passage. Faith 
is not named: holiness is not named: 
though between the calling and the justifi- 
cation comes faith; and between justifica- 
tion and glory comes sanctification: for 
it is God’s telescope we have in our hands, 
and what alone we are watching is the 
eternal and irresistible march of the ever- 
lasting purposes of God. On all the called 
— those who have given the inner response 
to the outward call— falls instantly the 
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garment of a perfect righteousness; they 
are accounted righteous, justified, put in 
the catalogue of those who have committed 
no evil and omitted no good; a justifica- 
tion that carries with it the regeneration 
of their nature, and the immediate begin- 
ning to make holy what has been judicially 
accounted holy; for all regeneration holds 
in it the promise of complete, ultimate 
sanctification. This link is now fastening 
around every soul as it is called. 


V. Gory 


The last link now disappears again, as 
the chain returns to God in that vast eter- 
nity beyond. “Whom he justified, them 
he also glorified”: the inner change to holi- 
ness becomes at last the outer change to 
glory; for all heavenly glory is only good- 
ness shining. This, as Bishop Moule says, 
“is a marvelous past tense’: looking 
through God’s telescope, we suddenly see 
the things that are not, as though they 
were: God regards as done what, in his 
irresistible purpose, ts done: so unerring 
is the foreknowledge, so sure is the fore- 
ordination, so effectual is the calling, so 
flawless is the justification, that the con- 
sequent glory of every child of God, how- 
ever it may he delayed, is a foregone con- 
clusion; its title deeds are in our hands; 
it is sO certain as to be equivalent to past 
history; it is as inevitable as God. For 
it is not only that if the Head is crowned, 
so is the Body; but more than that — 
as a whole oak is in the acorn, so a whole 


(Continued on page 845) 
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Why Sunday School Lessons 
for Christians ; 


Can you tell me how it is that most of 
the Sunday school lessons and their titles 
are for Christians? For instance, the les- 
sons during October are all addressed to 
Christians, while our Sunday schools are 
composed for the most part of unsaved chil- 
dren and young people. Is the Lesson Com- 
mittee blind to this fact? How much easier 
it would be to teach lessons that lend them- 
selves to the Gospel and make the way 
plain that we must be born again on account 
of sin. Surely there are plenty of such 
portions of Scripture for this purpose. 
“The Christian and His Bible,” ‘The 
Christian at Prayer,’ —these subjects are 
not suitable for children—An Ontario 
reader. ‘ 

The International Uniform Lessons be- 
gan the year 1934 with a series running 
for six months on “The Gospel of the 
Kingdom.” It was an admirably selected 
series of lessons in Matthew, beginning 
with the Birth and Infancy of Jesus, and 
containing abundant Scripture material for 
the teachers’ use in leading pupils to Christ 
as Saviour. The first lesson of the second 
quarter, for example, was on “Confessing 
and Following Christ,” and included Peter’s 
great confession. Other lessons brought 
the study to Gethsemane and Calvary. 

After half a year’s studies in one Gospel, 
it was most fitting that the fourth quarter 
of the year should be given to “Studies in 
the Christian Life,’ the purpose being to 
show those who have received Christ as 
Saviour how he expects and empowers 


' evangelism. 


them to live. But these lessons during the 
fourth quarter are also rich with oppor- 
tunities for leading pupils to Christ. The 
first one in October, “Fellowship with 
Christ,” gives a direct opportunity of show- 
ing that, until we have received Christ as 
Saviour, it is impossible:to have any fel- 
lowship with him. The lesson for Decem- 
ber 16, “The Christian and the Lord’s Sup- 
per,” is another rich opportunity for show- 
ing the meaning of the Lord’s death, with- 
out which no sinner could be saved. And 
the closing lesson of the quarter, December 
30, is “Tests of a Christian.” 

We must not forget that, while there 
will always be a great many wnsaved chil- 
dren and older people in our Sunday 
schools, the teacher who rightly has the 
salvation of the pupil as a heart-burden 
never lacks material and opportunity, in 
the true Bible study that can always be 
done in our Sunday schools, for direct 
The International Uniform 
Lessons offer one cf the best opportunities 
available in any existing course of lessons 
for real Bible study, and they necessarily 
cover many parts of the Scriptures, both 
Old Testament and New. It would be a 
mistake if the Scriptures for such lessons 
were limited to verses directly addressed 
to the lost. For any faithful use of the 
Word of God can be directed to soul- 
winning; and real Bible study, with open 
hearts, leads on to “being born again, .. . 
by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever’ (1 Pet. 1:23). 
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Atheism’s Devastating Work Among the Children 


The paradox of godless “Sunday schools,” and 
blasphemous propaganda among young people 
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in London, England, paper statistics 

showing that at that time revolu- 
tionary organizations were to be found in 
forty-four countries, with a membership 
of 6,900,000, among whom were some hun- 
dreds of lawyers. 

Since 1928, it is apparent to the most 
casual observer that lawlessness is on the 
increase throughout the entire world, a law- 
lessness built up on a definite organized 
scheme of atheism. 

The atheism of today, called by some 
the New Atheism, is a militant form of 
propaganda, far removed from the mild 
free thought of the seventeenth century. 
It is the outcome of many years’ steady 
seed sowing, more or less under cover, and 
gives emphasis to the apostle’s injunction 
to take unto us the whole armor of God, 
if we are to stand in this evil day. 


Poisoning 25,000,000 Children 


Today in Russia, that tragic land of sor- 
row and suffering, 25,000,000 children are 
taught as their first lesson, “There is no 
god,” with the confirmatory response, “Nor 
ever shall be.” Children of all nations, in 
devious ways to suit various opportunities, 
are being steeped in the same doctrine sent 
out from Russia. 

Some time ago a young man came to tell 
us of two more atheist Sunday schools 
opened in Toronto, and to seek advice from 
us how to win back some of the scholars 
of his Sunday school class, who had been 
drawn away by inducements of dancing les- 
sons, cooking lessons, and the like, given 
free for attendance at an atheist school 
held in a private house. 

Some years ago, the Society for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowledge sent 
out a warning that in Canada theré were 
known to be 1,700 such atheist Sunday 
schools working to win our children away 
from Christianity —how many are working 
unknown is left to our imagination. 

Five times the American Association for 
the Advancement of Atheism has tried to 
obtain a charter in Canada. We thank 
God that the vigilance of those who are 
jealous for the honor of their Lord has 
prevented this coming to pass, but the 
necessity for a continual watch is always 
with us, as efforts to this end never cease 
and the Enemy of our Lord is a powerful 
foe. It is not a time, even though ulti- 
mate victory is assured through the con- 
quest of Calvary, to rest on our oars. Never 
was there an age when our young people 
were being more strongly urged to take 
a definite stand against the Word of God. 
Today thousands of leaflets go out in dif- 
ferent languages, with specious arguments 
and so-called contradictions, to prove the 
Bible is “an unmoral, unreliable series of 
unproven decuments.” One such leaflet, of 
which copies have been brought to us by 
more than one Toronto citizen, lies on 
my desk as I write. I may quote it as a 
sample of the better type of atheist litera- 


A’ LONG ago as 1928 there appeared 





“I have been in the Western Hos- 
pital visiting one of the patients, and 
I received one of the pamphlets with 
the hymns and Scripture lessons on 
it. They impressed me very much.” 


“] have a daughter living up north 
with her family, and they haven’t any 
church within miles of them. There 
are five settlers up there that came 
from St. Catherine’s and they hold a 
‘Seth Parker’s’ every Sunday evening 
in one of the settlers’ houses, so I 
thought if you could send them up 
some of the pamphlets and one of the 
little Testaments, they could have a 
little church of their own, and it would 
help to make their Sundays a little 
more Christian, for they are so far out 
north that it is hard for any evangel- 
ists to reach them.” 


This letter is typical of the hundreds 
that come to the International Chris- 
tian Crusade, 366 Bay Street, Toronto 
2, Canada. Hymn sheets, Gospels, and 
a suggested form of service, like those 
used in hospital wards each Sunday, 
were immediately sent to the daughter 
“out north.” This is the concluding 
article on the International Crusade, a 
work much needed in these days, and 
one which merits the earnest prayers 
and financial support of God’s people. 








ture sent out: “Ambassadors of God — the 
following men are heroes of religion; some 
are Catholics, others are Protestants; take 
your choice, according to your denomina- 
tional preference.” This is followed by 
such names as Martin Luther, John Calvin, 
John Knox, John Wesley, Jonathan Ed- 
wards. An idea of the contents may be 
gained from what the leaflet says of Jona- 
than Edwards: ‘“Preached infant damna- 
tion, — referred to babies as vipers in the 
eyes of God, cited by Lecky, distinguished 
historian, as ‘one of the most revolting 
books that has ever proceeded from the 
pen of man,’” 

The objective is quite clear—an effort 
to defame the dearest names of Church 
history. 


Blasphemy from a Six-Year-Old 


A note left on my desk the other day 
(typical of others) reads: “Pray for my 
son’s unbelief, that it may be turned into 
belief.” Another: “If my son believes 
all he says he does, I can only conclude 
he is in the camp of Satan himself. He 
brings me questions about the Bible I am 
unable to answer satisfactorily, although I 
know there is an answer. Will you help 
me, if I send you some of the djfficulties?” 

A little lad of six years came into the 
office the other day to sell laces. We 
thought we would have a chat with him 
and cheer him up a little, he looked so 
poorly clad. Did he want any such thing? 
Not he. We offered him a Gospel to take 
home. Manly, engaging, with a wealth of 
possibility in his vivid little face even at 
that age, he told us with oaths, until we 
gently asked him not to use the words, 
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that he had no use for Gospels. Further, 
that he hated the One we called “God — 
his mother had told him when he grew 
up he was to fight against Him, and 
he added the words, unaware of the 
terrible blasphemy, “I am going to knock 
his block off when I’m a man.” Thn he 
cleverly cut short our appeal by showing 
us money he had earned, and gloriously 
walked off with his head in the air—a 
young rebel against authority, against “re- 
ligion,” a sample of our coming citizen. 
Who is to blame? Again let us remember 
that years ago there were 1,700 known 
atheist Sunday schools in Canada — that 
today there are millions of agents for athe- 
ism throughout the world, working, to use 
their own words, “night and day.” Are we 
as busy about our Master’s business? 


As Hearts Are Failing for Fear 


The International Christian Crusade ex- 
ists because as never before a challenge 
must go out that every man and woman, boy 
and girl, calling themselves by the name of 
Christ should see to it that their Saviour 
and Leader is the Saviour and Leader of 
those near them in daily contact; should 
seek wisdom from God as to approach and 
methods of winning recruits to God’s serv- 
ice; for the whole force of the powers of 
darkness is out in these “perilous times” 
to defeat the purpose of Calvary in the 
lives of those about us. 

There is no answer to unbelievers today 
but that of a personal, power-filled life 
of witness: the taunt flung down to us all 
is that we claim a power we show no evi- 
dence of possessing. Time and time again 
unbelievers have been defeated in their 
most specious arguments by a_ simple 
woman’s request that they would “listen- 
in” while she spoke to the One they do 
not believe exists. But we need absolute 
assurance, absolute certainty. The world 
is full of doubt and inquiry —they will - 
leave us if we simply hope, or half believe 
in a “peace which passeth all understand- 
ing,” a “strength . . . made perfect in 
weakness,” a conviction that “all things 
work together for good to them that love 
God.” 

Men’s hearts are failing them for fear to- 
day. If Christians, too, are fearful, there is no 
answer in the Christian religion for a world 
of doubters and waverers. The Enemy is 
going to say, with the utmost assurance, 
that these claims of the Word of God have 
been proved false. A lady said to me one 
day, “Do you really think then that you 
can battle with such times as we are living 
in with a heart of peace and rest?” She 
had suffered great sorrow. My answer 
caused her to ask me, somewhat longingly, 
if I had proved it to be so in my own life. 

A young girl, who had been most trying 
for an hour or more in the office, went off 
quite triumphantly as having the best of 
things. She had come in without appoint- 
ment, had been most blasphemous in her 
remarks, had refused to go, and would lis- 
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ten to no appeal of any sort. Finally I 
asked her why she had come at all. “To 
get your literature. and show it up,” she 
said. “A group of intelligent young women 
have formed another Atheist Society, 
though we can’t get a charter.” 

I thought I had shown much patience 
and quite sharply said, “Well, I wish you 
would kindly remove yourself from my of- 
fice, there is nothing I can do for a person 
like yourself.” 

- “There certainly is not,’ she said, and 
sailed out of the office. 

But with a quick prayer I was after 
her, and by the time she had reached the 
elevator, I said humbly, “I want to apolo- 
gize for my remark; though I cannot do a 
thing, my great Leader does not permit 
his followers to say he cannot — my remark 
does not apply to him, indeed, he would 
be most glad to hear anything you have 
to say.” She came back to the office out 
of sheer curiosity, and what a talk we 
had! I wish I could say she accepted the 
’ Lord, but at any rate she is not as sure 
about atheism being right as she was, and 
went away saying I was unique and she 
was coming back to hear some more. It 
was God’s gracious overruling of a mo- 
ment’s temper put under the Blood and 
explained as wrong to an enemy of his. 

Assurance — it must be glad, triumphant, 
assurance today. Here is another letter 
from a distant part of Canada: “I have 
been a church, choir, and Bible class mem- 
ber for years, but just this summer a 
dear one was killed, and I can find no com- 
fort, although I believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Please write me of the hope that 
is in you” (this last word was underlined). 

‘It would not do for me to be just “hop- 
ing” in my answer to that dear burdened 
soul, would it? From my own life sorrow 
and tragedy, in spite of my failures, I can 
testify -gloriously that my Saviour will 
never leave nor forsake, that the Everlast- 
ing Arms do not need to be coaxed round 
his children even when they doubt his plan 
and question his right to permit devastat- 
ing sorrow. That “peace which passeth all 
understanding” is ours for the taking, and 
there is an eternity of glorious life ahead 
of us with those who are “with Christ; 
which is far better” —all made possible 
by the One who asks us to trust him for 
the “little while between.” 

Today, billions of copies of infidel litera- 
ture are sent out to a world sunk in fear 
and dismay: Shall we not push forward 
the Word that tells of freedom from fear? 

There are atheist groups visiting hos- 
pitals, not openly of course, but none the 
less organized and with the aim of instill- 
ing unbelief in the goodness of a God who 
permits suffering. 

There are atheist agents peddling from 
door to door, agents placed in schools, or- 
ganizations, and churches. We have con- 
crete proof of such at our very doors to 
verify these serious statements. 

A nurse wrote me that she gave “one 
year for a nurse to keep her faith.” How- 
ever sweeping such a statement might be, 
it cannot be disregarded. God has greatly 
blessed our Nurses’ Christian Fellowship, 
a movement with monthly meetings of 
Christian fellowship and prayer. Our aim 
is to form a Prayer Link in every hospital, 
and draw in to a fellowship with the Great 
Physician those who seek to help the sick 
and suffering. Thirty-three nurses from 
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seven different hospitals gathered at our 
last meeting. November meeting, 1934, we 
had over 150 nurses and school teachers 
present. 

We have three Crusade Hospital Bands 
who hold services in the wards of 
three hospitals in Toronto every Sun- 
day morning, and to whom the hospital 
authorities have extended a kind welcome. 
This is another and valued opportunity 
for meeting many who are not believers 
in our wonderful Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Careful observance of hospital 
regulations and immediate following up of 
any suggestion by nurses or doctors, have 
given us a footing of acceptance with those 
in authority, and we ask the prayers of 
God’s peopie that this increasing ministry 
may be owned of him. 

Last week I had the privilege of speak- 
ing to a group of teachers in a public 
school at their own request. So many 
write us of difficulties in belief, that we 
welcome any opportunity of showing that 
the “Scripture cannot be broken.” Argu- 
ment to maintain a point is not in this 
specific line of the Crusade work, but a 
clearing of difficulties that are real stum- 
blingblocks is Scriptural and worth while. 
We base this effort on 1 Peter 3:15, be- 
lieving that in this day of great denial we 
should be so equipped that we may be 
“ready always to give an answer to every 
man that asketh a reason of the hope that 
is in’ us. Such letters as the following 
reach us regularly, couched in more or less 
emphatic language: “Infidels have been 
pouring their damnable teaching into my 
son’s mind—can you elucidate,’ and then 
follow questions that we were glad to 
clear up. 

Some time ago a meeting was arranged 
in a near-by town for my lecture, with 
slides, on “Atheism or Christ?” At the 
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close of the meeting the chairman, a col-— 


lege graduate, said that twenty-five years 
ago his class had been ninety-five per cent 
nominal Christians; at the close of the 
course ninety per cent of the members had 
become open and avowed atheists. This 
was ‘more than twenty-five years ago. 
Since then, are things more firmly built 
on a solid foundation of living faith in 
the living God of the Scriptures? In a 
recent class demonstration the students 
were asked two questions: Whether they 
believed in the Bible as the Word of God, 
and whether they would like to believe 
in the Bible as the Word of God. To the 
first there was a unanimous negative, to 
the second an almost unanimous negative. 

Little wonder that we read in a journal: 
“A tragic situation exists today in the uni- 
versities, colleges, and schools of the United 
States and Canada. During the past few 
years infidelity, agnosticism, and atheism 
have been making rapid gains in many of 
our educational institutions, with the re- 
sult that multitudes of students are waver- 
ing in their faith, or have fully renounced 
their former beliefs.” 

There are still many men and women 
who have proved the old landmarks of 
faith to be true. There are thousands of 
young men and women today who live 
victorious lives, through sorrow and strain 
as well as in gladness and prosperity, by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. There are 
still in Russia, as elsewhere, little com- 
panies who hold fast the faith through 
perils and martyrdom. But there is still a 
need for every Christian man and woman 
to be awake to an organized, militant New 
Atheism, which, in accordance with Scrip- 
ture warning, is sweeping through the 
world, gathering into its fearsome toils the 
best of our young manhood and womanhood. 


TORONTO. 








That Unsurrendered Friend 


Girls’ Problems of Today 





Discussed by Mother Ruth 








In last week’s issue of the Times a 
letter was published in this department 
from @ young woman who told of a 
close friendship between herself and an- 
other girl. While they have many 
things in common, they do not have 
complete Christian fellowship, and the 
writer asked Mother Ruth what she 
ought to do, beside praying, to bring 
about harmony in spiritual things as 
well as in other matters. Mother 
Ruth’s illuminating answer, which con- 
tains wise counsel for all who are fac- 
ing the same problem, is given here- 
with. 


Y DEAR GIRL: Your most inter- 
M esting letter reached me, and I have 

read and reread it with a great hun- 
ger to help your friend see the abundant life 
in Christ Jesus! That she is bound through 
her beliefs, and that she fails to grasp the 
whole liberty which is in Christ is very 
apparent. But it is ever thus, when there 
is a turning from the full Gospel. offered 
by our wonderful Redeemer! To try to 


live with a limited faith in the plan of 
salvation, and to turn from Jesus the Sav- 
iour of the World, is to lose the power to 
accomplish all that we might do and be. 
By yielding our all to him, and following 
his path for us, we climb into heights that 
can never be known in any other way. 
What a clever Enemy we have! How 
he can chill the atmosphere between you 
two chums! And to me, here is where 
you want to plan to confront this arch 
enemy, and pray for freedom for yourself 
before her, and, more than that, a joy in 
expressing your love for your Lord and 
your companionship with him. You must 
not hesitate to testify to the experience 
you are having and show your eagerness 
to have her “taste and see that the Lord 
is good.” It is no accident that you two 
have been brought together, and God, lov- 
ing you both as he does, knew just how 
you would influence this child of his who 
needs him. That she is not awake to the 
power of the Holy Spirit is very apparent, 
but. you do not want to be placed in the 
background by Satan, and filled with fear, 
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so that you cannot have freedom in -ex- 
pressing your joy in the Lord. It may be- 
come a habit with you, and Satan will be 
glad to strengthen it so that you will be 
separated in the deepest things of life. It 
may be you will have to be bold for the 
Lord, and take a firm and determined stand, 
if only for once so that you each will know 
where the other stands. That you are trou- 
bled about it is a good sign, for it looks 
as though God wanted you to do something 
for him. So I should keep a prayer con- 
tinually on my lips, that I might be able 
to be “instant in season and out of season” 
to glorify my Lord. Don’t allow this 
warm enthusiasm to die in your life, be- 
cause of contact with her cold indifference 
to faith, and her emphasis on performing 
works. Your faith must be alive and 
active, and then the works will be apparent, 
for you cannot have real faith without the 
results. 


Have you ever tried having a really frank 
talk with her, telling her of your love and 
how much it means to you so to love her, 
and that in doing so you just can’t separate 
her from the deepest things in life to you? 
Ask her to talk about these matters of 
such vital importance to you, and refuse 
to be dead to the issues of paramount im- 
portance. Break down the wall that Satan 
will keep between you if he can, for you 
must recognize your responsibility and must 
give the message God has for you to give, 
even though the difficulties seem insur- 
mountable. You have a duty to perform, 
even though Satan would deter you; and 
if it presses in on your consciousness that 
God expects you to reach this one he loves, 
you must not be a disappointment to your 
Lord, even. though you displease the dear 
girl you love. Who knows but that she 
wonders why you do not speak out to her? 

I realize you must be discreet; and yet 
if you pray for an opportunity and allow 
fear to prevent you from using it, you may 
do her a great harm. God can open up 
the way, and he can make it the most natu- 
ral thing in the world for you to speak to 
her and tell her of the deepest joys of your 
life. God knows how, you do ngt. But 
he will give you the wisdom just as you 
need it, and will give you the chance for 
which you are longing, if you will put 
these fears out of your life and give free- 
dom to the radiance of your experience in 
Christ Jesus! How Satan will tie the 
tongue, if we sit by and allow it! Pray 
persistently that the will of God may be 
revealed to you, so that you may be quick 
to detect the very moment when the Holy 
Spirit can use you to testify, or to ask 
questions, just as he wills. 

I should like you to examine yourself 
on one special point, of which you speak. 
The “strong physical attraction” between 
you should not influence you. Satan will use 
this as a magnet to keep under your strong- 
est desires for your friend’s yieldedness to 
God. That can make. you weak in your 
dealings with her, and you may lose the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit and his power 
to work through you. You dare not be 
under bondage to the flesh, you must be 
controlled Ly the Spirit. Romans 8:8, 9 
tells us that “they that are in the flesh 
cannot please God. But ye are not in the 
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the 
Spirit of God dwell in you.” Satan will 
not allow you to have any hold on this 
girl if he can prevent it, so you must be 
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on the watch to see that he does not blind 
your eyes and cause you to be influenced 
by him and his subtlety, and make you a 
partner in his plans against the work of 
the Holy Spirit. 

You must bear in mind that you are 
leading a separated life, and for that rea- 
son you and your friend will not be likely 
to think alike about amusements. When 
your friend enjoys the yielded life, as you 
do, she will agree with you on these 
things. I wish it were possible for her to 
go to Camp Pinnacle with you, and hear 
the messages there, and see the results of 
the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

After all we have said, we come back to 
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your first paragraph, and take again your 
own thought of “prayer”! ‘More. things 
are wrought by prayer than this world 
dreams of.” Yes, take it to the Lord in 
prayer, and pray through; and continue in 
prayer until you have won your friend to 
the fullness of joy in the Lord God AIl- 
mighty. What a change will take place in 
her life and in her. use of her gifts in work- 
ing for him! Don’t be discouraged, or 
allow anything to interfere with the long- 
ing that God has planted in your heart, 
together with your love for this dear girl, 
until you see her where God wants her to 
be in the enjoyment of the highes* life in 
Christ Jesus. 











How | Use My Sunday School Times 
By May G. Robinson 

















OR forty-two years I have been teach- 

ing intermittently in the Sunday school 
—almost continuously for the last twenty 
years. I do not remember just when THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times first came to my 
ken, but it was a good many years ago. 
I am very certain that I would not try to 
teach a class of any age without it. 

I now have a class composed of busi- 
ness men and their wives, two former 
county superintendents, a school teacher, 
some former school teachers, and a for- 
mer Sunday school superintendent. All 
of which will tell you that they are a 
keen, alert group, and that it behooves their 
teacher to be on her guard. A friend 
once asked me who was in my class. In 
naming the members, I mentioned Mr. 
W—, the ex-superintendent. The friend 
interrupted me with, “You don’t mean to 
say that you try to teach Mr. W—?” I 
replied, “Yes — when he isn’t teaching 
me!” 

So we teach each other. They catch 
an idea quickly, but the ideas must be 
pulsing, resilient with life, something that 
pertains to the Christian life as it is to 
be -lived today. That’s where my TIMEs 
comes in. 

Of course a teacher must first of all 
know the Scriptures, and especially the les- 
son text with its connecting events. When 
I pick up my Sunpay ScHoot Times I 
first go through “Questions for Teacher 
and Class.” From these I select the ones 
which I think will be most interesting to 
my particular class, from three to five 
questions, seldom all. Sometimes I ask 
these questions, sometimes I merely give 
the answers as explanatory to the text. 

Next I go through Mr. McQuilkin’s Les- 
son Outlines and Special Lesson Topics 
and Truths, Practical and Personal Appli- 
cations, and Sentence Summaries, selecting 
which I shall use. Keeping these special 
things in mind, I look further, going next 
to “The Illustration Round Table.” I 
mark the ones that especially appeal te me 
—the pithier and shorter they are, the bet- 
ter. I find that often a story will drive 
a lesson home when nothing else will do it. 
If the story has a touch of humor, so much 
the better. Sometimes pathos will strike 
home, but I never teach a lesson without 
two or three stories to clinch certain points 
and truths. 


Because mine is a mixed class, I cannot 
use a great deal of Mr. Ridgway’s “Cor- 
ner,” but usually I glean something from 
his column, as well as Wade C. Smith’s, 
“Teaching by Objects” enables me to en- 
large on the original idea. For instance, 
the Sunday we had the lesson about the 
Vine and the Branches (the Times, Sept. 
22): I paid a visit to the garden that 
morning, taking several kinds of branches, 
and leaving it to the class as to why the 
specimens wouldn’t bear fruit. There was 
the perfectly healthy, green, grape branch 
— but it was cut off. The half dead branch 
—that had too many worthless leaves, or 
interests. The branch that had a frost-bitten 
little bunch of grapes that would never 
mature — it began too late in life. The 
trumpet vine—it was the wrong _ kind: 
Now you'd think that was a child’s lesson, 
wouldn’t you? But it was one of the most 
thoroughly enjoyable lessons we've had. 
Several remarked about it. ; 

I use the objects only once in a great 
while. In the lesson of October 28 (the 
Times, Oct. 13), I only mentioned the 
standards spoken of in “Teaching by Ob- 
jects.” Often I show the cartoon. I never 
use all these things on any one Sunday. 
Sometimes I use only a small part. Some- 
times just one of the ideas will be ex- 
panded to take up the entire lessor period, 
as was the case with the lesson of the 
Vine and the Branches. I am never sure, 
when preparing my lesson, just how much 
I will use. 

Here is the way I assemble my material, 
I have a loose-leaf notebook. I classify 
ideas in groups, either making notes, or 
clipping an idea or story and pasting it on 
the leaf. But I do not read either notes 
or stories. A glance at the notebook now, 
and then is enough. 

I place THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs 
first and foremost of all lesson heips be- 
cause it teaches the lesson as it applies 
to our everyday life. After all, isn’t that 
the most important thing? I am not writ- 
ing this for “effect.” I “have nothing up 
my sleeve.” I am writing it from the 
heart. Long live THE SuNnpay ScHOooL 
Times! 

Lyons, Kans. 


Curistian Yours is the Tres weekly 
paper for young people. 
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LESSON 1.* JANUARY 6. PETER'S CONVERSION AND CALL 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 1: 29-42 ; Mark 1:14-39,; printed text, John 1:35-42; Mark 1:14-18 
Golden Text.—And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and | will make you to become fishers of men.—Mark 1:17 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is John 1 : 35-42; Mark 1 : 14-18 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


John 1:35 And the next day after John stood, and two of 
his disciples ; 

36 And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the 
Lamb of God! 

37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 

38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto 
them, What seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to 
say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou? 

39 He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw 
where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was about 
the tenth hour. . 

40 One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him, 
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. ‘ 

41 He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, 
We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ. 

42 And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, 
he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, 
which is by interpretation, A stone. 


Mark 1:14 Now after that John was put in prison, jesus came 
into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of 5 . 

15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 
at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. . 

16 Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 

17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


John 1:35. Again on the morrow John was standing, and two 
of his disciples; 36 and he looked upon Jesus as he walked, and 
saith, Behold, the Lamb of God! 37 And the two disciples heard 
him speak, and they followed Jesus. -38 And Jesus turned, and 
beheld them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye? And 
they said unto him, Rabbi (which is to say, being interpreted, 
Teacher), where abidest thou? 39 He saith unto them, Come, and 
ye shall see. They came therefore and saw where he abode; and 
they abode with him that day: it was about the tenth hour. 40 One 
of the two that heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He findeth first his own brother Simon, 
and saith unto him, We have found the Messiah (which is, being 
interpreted, 1 Christ). 42 He brought him unto Jesus. Jesus 
looked upon him, and said, Thou art Simon the son of * John: thou 
shalt be called Cephas (which is by interpretation, * Peter). 


Mark 1:14 Now after John was delivered up, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the * gospel of God,.15 and saying, The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe 
in the * gospel. 

16 And passing along by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net in the sea; for they 
were fishers. 17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, 
and I will make you to become fishers of men. 18 And straight- 
way they left the nets, and followed him. 


1 That is, Anointed. Comp. Psa. 2:2. *Gr., Joanes: called 
in Matt. 16:17, Jonah. * That is, Rock or Stone. *Or, good 
tidings: and so elsewhere. 





you to become fishers oi men. 


18 And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Quarter’s Lessons 


EST known and best loved of all 
B Bible characters is Simon Peter — 

man of action and man of the loving 
heart. Among the rank and file of Chris- 
tians, at any rate, this is the place Peter 
has. (We are here, of course, speaking 
of men, not of the Lord. It is never fit- 
ting to bring him into such comparisons.) 
Peter’s name is mentioned in the Gospels 
more than one hundred times; John’s name 
occurs twenty times. Peter was the first 
member of the Christian Church, so to 
speak, the first leader, the first pastor; he 
was a prophet, a Bible writer, a fisher of 
men, a sinner saved by grace. Our Lord 
commissioned Peter to strengthen his 
brethren. For three months he will be 
doing that in a notable way. For three 
months the Sunday schools of the world 
will sit at the feet of Pastor Peter, and 
learn new secrets about the heart of Peter’s 
Lord. 


The Historical Setting 

The personal call of the first disciples 
probably occurred immediately after the 
forty days’ temptation. If the traditional 
date for Christ’s baptism, January 6,- is 
correct, the call took place in February. 
But we are reckoning as a more probable 
date the autumn of A. D. 26, and that the 
Galilean ministry began about a year later, 
in the autumn of A. D. 27. 


Verse by Verse 

John 1:35.—Again the next day. The 
day after John’s glorious testimony to 
Christ. The third of four notable days of 
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witnessing (1:15, 20, 35, 43). Two of his 
disciples. Andrew and John, who, as the 
writer, omits mention of his own name. 


Verse 36.—Looking upon Jesus. Gazing 
intently and lovingly. Behold the Lamb 
of God! Repeating the startling witness of 
the day before, this time with the evident 
intention of having his disciples follow 
Jesus. 


Verse 38.—Jesus turned, and saw them. 
So does he ever encourage those who would 
follow him (cf. Jas. 4:8). What seek ye? 
How these first recorded words after his 
baptism reveal the heart of the Lord, espe- 
cially as we think of the tender tone and 
the loving look that accompanied them. He 
knew better than they what they sought 
(cf. Luke 24:17). 

Verse 39.—Abode with him that day. 
An abiding that was to continue through 
eternity. Their hearts burned within them 
(Luke 24:32), and all of life was differ- 
ent. About the tenth hour. If John used 
the Jewisi: reckoning, this would be four 
in the aftcrnoon. It seems more likely 
(from John 19:14) that it was the Roman 
reckoning and ten in the morning. (In 
either case the time flew.) 


Verse 41.—He first findeth his own 
brother Simon. The word “first” evi- 
dently suggests that John, the other of the 
two discipies, also found his brother James. 
We have found the Messias. Andrew as 
one of John’s disciples had been eagerly 
expecting the advent of Messiah, yet not 
in this quiet, personal and natyral way. 

Verse 42—He brought him to Jesus. 
Simple and precious words, the first of 
millions of such bringings. When Jesus 
beheld him. The same word for an intense 
gaze as in verse 36. Thou art Simon the 
son of Jona. He had seen him before An- 


American Standard Version copyrig 


ht, by International Council 
of Religious Réucetien, 7 


drew called him, just as he had Nathanael 
(vs. 47, 48). Thou shalt be called Cephas. 
... A stone. He who saw Simon saw 
also what he would become—by God’s 
grace. He who gave the authoritative 
name will make the character to fit the 
name. Cephas is the Aramaic for the 
Greek Peter —a rock, not occurring again 
except in Paul’s letters. 


Mark 1: 14.—After ... John was put in 
prison. In the castle of Machzrus, some 
miles east of the northern part of the Dead 
Sea (Matt. 14: 3-5; Luke 3:19, 20), pos- 
sibly about a year after Christ’s baptism, 
and a year before John’s death. Jesus came 
into Galilee. He “withdrew” from Judea 
(Matt. 4:12) to more open-minded and 
open-hearted “Galilee of the Gentiles” 
(Matt. 4: 14-16). 

Verse 15.—The time is fulfilled. The 
long-awaited time prophesied in the Old 
Testament; every human and divine factor 
fitted together to make this the appointed 
time (Dan. 9:25; Gal. 4:4; Eph. 1: 10). 
The kingdom of God is at hand. Called 
in Matthew “kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 
4:17). The present Gospel age, then “at 
hand,” is one manifestation of the King- 
dom, but in another sense the Kingdom of 
God was not to appear “immediately” 
(Luke 19:11) but at Christ’s second com- 
ing. Repent ye, and believe the gospel. 
John the Baptist’s message also (Matt. 3: 
2; 4:17), but now Christ, the object of 
faith, is present (cf. Acts 19:4). The 
Kingdom was not for the Jews in their 
sin; they must repent and be born again. 


Verse 16—Simon and Andrew his 
brother. Partners in business as well as 
in their faith in Messiah (cf. fuller account 
in Luke 5:1-11). They were fishers. An 
honorable occupation, and with men of en- 
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ergy a profitable one. Christ’s call came 
while they were busy. 


Verse 17.—Come ye after me. A call 
to give their whole time to him for train- 
ing and for service. What a training, and 
what a service! It was a common practice 
in the East for pupils to follow the master 
thus; but never was there such a Mas- 
ter! J will make you... fishers of men, 
That was his business; he was to give 
them training and power to take men alive 
(Luke 5:10). 

Verse 18.—Straightway they forsook 
their nets. After the first call to personal 
allegiance, they went back to their busi- 
ness; dovbiless they had considered this 
decision, and were now ready to make the 
choice immediately and gladly (John 1: 35; 
2:2, II, 17, 22; 3:22; 4:2, 8, 27-33). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Meeting the Master means a miracle. 
That is the message of Simon Peter’s first 
introduction to the Lord Jesus. The Lord 
introduced Simon to himself, and set before 
him the great goal of his new name and 
his new character. There ~’.s one saying 
in the writings of Peter’s “beloved brother 
Paul” that Peter would doubtless dispute. 
Paul called himself “chief of sinners,” and 
set himself forth as an example of what 
the grace of God could do. Peter would 
look upon himself as the chief of sinners, 
and he could say also that he was what he 
was by the grace of God. It was not 
that the Lord saw qualities in Peter that 
would inevitably develop into a rock man; 
he saw what he himself would make of 
Peter. It was by God’s grace that Andrew 
met Jesus and that Andrew called Peter. 
It was by God’s grace that Jesus walked 
by the sea and called Andrew and Peter, 
and James and John from their business, 
to become leaders in his Father’s business. 
He can make us over also, putting his own 
name upon us, then make us fishers of men. 
To be a follower is to be a fisher. 


Lesson Outlines 
PETER’s ProcrEss IN FAItH 


1. His Jewish faith and training (cf. 
Acts 10:14; 1 Tim. 1:5; 3: 159. 

2. His acceptance of the Baptist’s 
message and training under him (Luke 
93 40). 

3. His acceptance of Messiah when 
Andrew brought him to Jesus (John 1: 
35-42). 

4. His increased faith after the first 
miracle (John 2:11). 


5. His answer to the call to disciple- 
ship and soul-winning (Mark 1: 16-18). 


Gop’s GRACE IN PeteEr’s LIFE 


1. Providential influences leading him 
to salvation (note outline above). 


2. Other men and women: Andrew, 
John the Baptist, his wife and family, 
his business partners (Luke 5:7). 


3. His natural qualities: energy, a 
warm heart, zeal, love of work, leader- 
ship, action, faith, love. 


4. Discipleship with the Lord: train- 
ing and transforming. 


5. The challenge to us: to whole- 
hearted acceptance of Christ, to complete 
surrender for service, to zeal for win- 
ning men, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 

a copy, or $1 a dozen. 

1. January 6.—Peter’s Conversion and Call. 
John 1 : 29-42; Mark 1 : 14-39 

2. January 13.—Peter’s Great Confession. 

Matthew 16 : 13-28; Luke 9 : 18-36; 
1 Peter 2:5, 6 

January 20.—Peter’s Lesson in Humble 
Service ...... John 13: 1-17; 1 Peter 5:5 
January 27.—Peter’s Denial ..Mark 14 : 12-72 

February 3.—Peter’s Restoration. 

Mark 16:7; John 20: 1-10; 21 2 1-23 

February 10.—Peter Preaches at Pente- 
PORT CCTUCTEETS Cee EEE Ee Acts 2 

. February 17.—Peter Teaches Good Citi- 

zenship (Temperance Lesson). 

‘ 1 Peter 2: 11-173 421-5 

8. February 24.—Peter Heals a Lame Man. 
Acts 3:1 to 4:31 

9. March 3.—Peter Unmasks Falsehood and 
PIP PUOTIES: ésvccwiseccs Acts 5 : 1-42; 8 : 4-25 

1o. March 10.—Peter Preaches to Gentiles. 
Acts 10:1 to 11:18; 15 : 6-11 

II. March 17.—Peter Delivered from Prison. 
Acts 12: 1-t9 

12. March 24.—Peter Describes the Christian 
LEG cccviveecceves eoecccecees 1 Peter 3 : 8-18 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Andrew the Humble. Finder. Brother 
Peter was the man of five talents, Andrew 
the man of one. But Andrew used his one, 
and he has a share in all of Peter’s fruit. 

John the Baptist. John pointed to Jesus, 
and his best disciples left him and fol- 
lowed Jesus. And John rejoiced! He was 
indeed a great soul, as well as greatest of 
prophets in position as the forerunner of 
the Son of God. Read his final testimony 
to his Lord (John 3: 25-36). 

Peter’s Wife. Peter’s wife was evidently 
with him in his Christian faith and service 
from the beginning to the end. She went 
with him on his evangelistic journeys (1 
Cor. 9:5). Well supported traditions speak 
of Peter’s wife as a deaconness and a de- 
voted worker. 


Call to the Mission Field. Every young 
Christian should seek light as to whether 
Christ would have him or her in full time 
service. And every young Christian thus 
called should seek light about going to the 
neediest field, where Christ has not been 
preached. 

When Was Peter Converted? Our les- 
son title says Peter was converted when 
Andrew brought him to Jesus. Others say 
it was when he was baptized by John, or 
when he made his great confession, or after 
his denial, or at Pentecost. The truth is 
that Peter was trained as a godly Jew and 
was doubtless saved by faith when a child, 
as John the Baptist and his parents were, 
as Anna and Simeon, as Mary and Joseph. 
He progressed in knowledge and faith, 
with several spiritual crises in his life, 
climaxing in the baptism of the Spirit. 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Follow Peter in coming to Jesus. His 
faith was simple, like that of a child. 

Follow Andrew in bringing others to 
Jesus. Begin with the dear ones of your 
own family. 

Follow Peter and Andrew in gladly for- 
saking all for Christ. 

Follow Peter and the others in faithful- 
ness to humble daily tasks. 

Follow Christ, and believe his marvel- 
ous prophecy that he will make us fishers 
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of men. All Christians are called to be 
soul; 1 IBRARY 


Bro rhe GAIN oliow alin he Bap- 
tist ahd Preach the Lamb of God! Point 
to Jesus! Think of the thousands of ser- 
mons preached today that never mention the 
name of Jesus or the atoning blood. Then 
think of John’s sermon of five words and 
its result, 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


This “coming to Jesus” of those first dis- 
ciples was a very personal matter, wasn’t 
it? So it is today. 


Satan has succeded, in a good many quar- 
ters, in putting religion in pface of the 
Lord Jesus. Andrew brought Peter to 
Jesus. 


Devoted energy like Peter’s would put 
new life into N. R. A. policies; think of 
those fishermen of Galilee voting for a 
thirty-hour week! 


And fishing for men is not a thirty-hour- 
a-week job either! 


Our Lord began his world-conquering 
ministry by gathering an “inner circle,” 
calling them one by one; so today he con- 
tinues to seek men one by one, personally, 


Back of every Peter there is an Andrew. 


The miracle of changing Simon _ into 
Peter is: the same miracle our Lord is 
working in transforming each of us by his 
grace, ; 


Peter was much blessed in his brother, 
his wife, his mother-in-law, his partners. | 


Cotumsra, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching chardcter. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


AN you give two or three Scripture pas- 

sages that explain why Peter and An- 

drew answered so promptly the call of 
Christ at the Lake of Galilee? 


2. How many “calls” did Peter have before 
the death and resurrection of Christ, and. what 
was the occasion of them? 


3. Did Andrew introduce his brother to 
Jesus, telling Jesus who Simon was? What 
indicates that Jesus knew Simon before An- 
drew called him? 


4. When was Peter converted ? Did he 
have more than one spiritual crisis in turning 
to God? 


5. Did Peter have any natural! qualities to 
fit him for becoming an apostle? Why did 
Jesus call such humble men? What were the 
advantages or disadvantages in their occupa- 
tion in life 

6. What do you think was the outstanding 
characteristic of Peter in these early contacts 
with the Lord Jesus, that which made it pos- 
sible for the Lord to do great things for him? 

7. What is one answer a personal worker 
can make to the question, “Where dwells 
Jesus Christ?” 


8. Give two other instances where John’s 





1 Four great books on personal soul-winning: 
“Individual Work for Individuals,” by H. Clay 
Trumbull ($1.10); “Taking Men Alive,” by C. 
G. Trumbull ($1.60); “How to Bring .Men to 
Christ,” by R. A, Torrey ($1.10); “New Tes- 
tament Evangelism,” by Wade C. Smith (paper, 
55 cents). All may be ordered, postpaid, from 
Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Gerdes Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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Gospel speaks of abiding (or living) with the 
Lord Jesus. 


9. How can you become a successful per- 


sonal worker ? 


10. Why are so many professed ‘Christians 
not trying to lead anyone to the Lord? 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 843 of this issue. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers ate invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected Ld the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

His Father’s Picture.—Behold the Lamb 
of God! (John 1:36.) Two young men 
were talking about their soldiering in 
France, and one of them was telling what 
a wonderful man his father was. Pulling 
from his left breast pocket a package, he 


displayed pictures of his father and mother, 
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gazing wistfully at them as he showed them 
to his companion. “Say, Buddy,” he. sud- 
denly exclaimed, “you have not spoken of 
your father. Got any pictures to show me 
what he is like?” “No, I’m sorry, I haven’t 
any of my father with me. Oh, hold on! 
Yes, I have, and I’ll give you one.” Put- 
ting his hand in his pocket, he pulled out 
a sovereign, and offered it to his wondering 
companion, remarking, “Here is a picture 
of my father. Keep it to remember me by.” 
The Prince of Wales smiled into the face 
of his father on the coin, then sprang into 
the waiting lorry and went away to an- 
other part of the sector. That-is the kind 
of coin we workers among Moslems: should 


always have about us, the one that bears, 


the express image of- His person—From 
The Moslem World. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


People in Second Place.—One of the 
two .. . was Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother (v. 40). Time and again the per- 
sons who occupy first place do little, and 
the worth-while things are done by the 
second-placers. The man who: won D. L. 
Moody to the Lord was a second fiddle, 
whose name has been forgotten. by most 
people. But what a marvelous. work that 
was! The man who won C. I. Scofield 
to the Lord was an individual whose name 
seldom appears in print, but what a mighty 
work he did! The man who won Spurgeon 
was an obscure fellow, but his work still 
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Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as 


pticon slides and as film-slides. There are 20 


stereo! 
series of the glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected ser- 


mon out‘of each series. They may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 

75c each colored. The film-slide rolls, containing usually thirty or me 

aroll, plain; they are not rented. All. may be ordered from The 
Washington Street, Chicago. 
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40c each, uncolored. .or 
more pictures, may 
Bond Slide Company, 58 West 
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bears fruit around the world. There are ° 


times when God holds us in second place 
because there lies the work which he has 
for us to do—From The Gospel Herald. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


Better Than an Impressive Presence. 
—And he brought him to Jesus (v. 42). 
A man had gone to hear the great mission- 
ary, Hudson Taylor. He was dismayed 
when the famous missionary rose to speak. 
Here was a man of small stature, not re- 
markable in appearance, and, when he be- 
gan to speak, revealing a thin, high-pitched 
voice with little natural appeal. But be- 
fore very long the disappointed auditor 
found himself in the presence of God; the 
little missionary had introduced him ‘into 
the “heavenly places.”"—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Ruth B.. Mac- 
Neill, Cohasset, Mass. 


His Thrill.—Come ye after me, and I 


will make you to become fishers of men 
(Golden Text). I was talking to a deacon 


the other day who is at the head of a great | 
corporation. If you saw him in church, 


you might think he would never unbend. 
But it was in the fishing season, and he 
had just received from a friend a gift of 
a fine new rod. He forgot his dignity as 
he talked about the pleasure of fishing. He 
said, “A five-pound bass at the end of that 
rod is Mozart, and Beethoven, and Shake- 
speare, and Cicero, all in one thrill.” He 
had the fishing spirit, don’t you see? He 
was a genuine fisherman. Would God that 
we Christians had the spirit for fishing 
for men like that! Our delight in it would 
excel all the pleasure of music and poetry 
and oratory.—From A. C. Dixon. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


A_ Reminder.—And straightway they 
forsook their nets, and followed him (Mark 
1:18). A youth who because of faithful 
work in a small country store had secured 
a larger place in a city reached a hotel 
at night on his way and asked the clerk 
to call him at six o’clock in the morning. 
An overwhelming sense of timidity and un- 
fitness kept him at the point of deciding to 
give up his new position. In the morn- 
ing, the clerk called and he answered. .On 
dressing he discovered a card under the 
door on which was written: “Mr. Mal- 
lory, you were called at six o’clock, and 
you answered.” In a moment he saw the 
whole situation in regard to his work. He. 
had been called and he had answered. 
How many times we forget we have been 


called and that we answered.—From Young — 


People’s Weekly.” Sent by Emma C. Fisk, 
Boonville, N. Y. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
pray that thou wilt quiet our minds, and en- 
lighten our spirits that we may grasp and 
understand the marvelous story of Peter’s life. 
We would take to ourselves lessons that he 
learned, and realize, as he came to realize, the 
absolute need of complete trust in thyself, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who is able to keep 
us from stumbling, and to present us faultless 
before the throne of his glory. May we not 
only follow the Lord Jesus, but. may we learn 
from him how to become fishers of men, that 
we may lead others to him. May we not be 
content with fellowship with Christ, unless -into: 


that same fellowship, we may draw others, . 


whose need for him is like unto our own. May 


. we realize that every day is a fishing day 


Lesson for January 6 


with those who would become fishers of men. 
We ask it in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In the Gospel of 
Mark, there is a word which occurs many 
times, and it is in the eighteenth verse of 
our lesson. Can you tell me what it is? 
Yes, “straightway.” Just take your Bible 
some day, and run through the Gospel of 
Mark, and see how many times that word 
occurs. Peter and Andrew lost no time in 
obeying the call. That call contained an 
invitation and a promise. It is always so 
with our Lord Jesus. When he called 
Peter from the work that he was doing, 
he gave him a better work to do. He calls 
us in just this way today, if we will but 
listen to his voice. He may not call us 
away, but into a deeper loyalty in the 
place where we are. But when he calls, 
let us be the “straightway” sort, as these 
disciples were, and then we may be sure 
that. the promise that follows the invitation 
will open up life to us, and for us, in the 
most wonderful ways. Has he called you 





today? Obey straightway! Let us pray. 
THE CALL 
OLLOW AE 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Star Winners.—Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother (John 1:40). John Baptist’s first 
converts seem to have been like Billy Sun- 
day’s “trail hitters.” 
away after the “other fellow.” We are 
not told much about Andrew. Peter is 
his monument. But we have our St. An- 
drew’s Church here and there, and there 
are the Brotherhoods keeping the name 
green, or I should say red. 

If we know but little of Andrew, so do 
we know but little of the good man who 
gave the boy Moody the cent and told him 
of Jesus, or the street preacher that steered 
the “soused” baseball player into the Pa- 
cific Garden Mission on a Sunday after- 
noon. But that village copper-cent-giver 
and that Chicago Andrew will have crowns 
like the Milky Way (1 Pet. 5:4; Dan. 
12:3). 

About eighteen years ago, in a big espe- 
cially built barn called a “Tabernacle,” 
on what is now the Parkway in Philadel- 
phia, Billy Sunday called them by the 
thousands. These “trail hitters’ in many 
cases became Andrews. One policeman, 
who early in the meetings found his Lord, 
brought in fifty. After eighteen years the 
great meetings are still bearing fruit. On 
November 4, 1934, Homer Rodeheaver, 
Billy Sunday’s singer in Philadelphia, was 
here in Coatesville with his trombone, and 
two thousand people crowded our Y. M. 
C. A. Auditorium to hear “the old, old 
story” with the eighteen-year-old songs. 

The John Baptist, Simon Peter, Dwight 
L. Moody, Billy Sunday sort of preachers 
who can move thousands are exceptional. 
But-if we cannot be one of the outstand- 
ing ones, “Andrew” is a. good name for 
any of us. 


They started right” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Who doubts that up there in the Golden 
City it is not, “Hail, Andrew,” just as 
much as “Hail, Peter!” If our crowns 
have.a star for every soul we are instru- 
mental in bringing into the Kingdom, An- 
drew’s crown will have one more star than 
Peter’s, Moody’s cent-man one more star 
than Moody’s, the Chicago street preacher’s 
one more star than Billy Sunday’s. 


Junk.—Thou art Simon .-. . thou shalt 
be called Cephas ...a stone (v. 42). If 
we know little about Andrew we know a 
lot about Peter. From what we learn later 
of Peter we do not wonder Andrew started 
right after him! At the moment I am 
studying about Joseph. Pharaoh selected 
him for his big job because he was “dis- 
creet and wise” and “in whom the Spirit 
of God is” (Gen. 41: 33, 38). 

Well, at the time Andrew found Peter 
he was not “discreet and wise.” The Spirit 
of God was not-in him until after Pente- 
cost. The incident of the cock-crow marks 
the. spot where the old Peter fell dead 
(Mark .14: 72). 

Peter was one of the Genesaret fishing 
bunch that needed religion, and needed it 
badly. You and I would never have se- 
lected as human material, for the founding 
of anything worth while, this weak, im- 
pulsive, uncertain, unreliable, dissembling, 
untruthful, hard-swearing water man of 
the Big Lake. 3 

I have stopped expressing opinions, and 
judging men long ago. Nobody knows the 
other fellow any more than Other Fellow 
knows you. If you were fully known to 
the neighbors, as you are to God, what 
would the neighbors change your name to? 
I heard Mr. Charles Taft, son of the late 
Ex-President, say as he left a meeting to 
go home to try a man who had brutally 
murdered his wife, “I’m going home to 
hang a skunk.” 

But on the other hand, the changing can 
be for better. Some of my friends have 
been jail birds. I trust them with my 
purse and my life. Only yesterday they 
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were. desperate criminals and dreaded by 
the police. Today they are the sweetest, 
gentlest, humblest, strongest, and most use-. 
ful men I know. Some of Coatesville’s 
whilom hoodlums are now officers in the 
churches and make our best citizens. Then, 
who are you and I to throw stones at folks 
and get disturbed and cry with an, “Oh, 
dear me, what are our young men coming 
to!” 

God sent his Son to use what he found 
here. He kept his angels in Heaven with 
himself to be used for special work. I am 
hoping for a job in the Angel of the Lord’s 
Department. 

As you pass through Coatesville on the 
Lincoln Highway you will see, in front of 
the great mills of the Lukens Steel Com- 
pany striking pieces of the product of the 
mill, samples of what they can do. There 
are immense flanged boiler heads, heavy 
fly wheels, and so on. Right by the. side 
of these masterpieces is the great pile of 
“scrap.” 

The Iron Master takes this junk and 
turns it into these wonderful samples of 
“stainless steel,” the product of “The 
Largest Plate Mill in the World.” as the’ 
big sign says. 


Down Where People Live.—/ will make 
you to become fishers of men (Mark 1: 17). . 
I am wondering if Jesus had said ‘to Simeon 
and Andrew, “Come ye after. me, and I . 
will give you a good, safe, and ‘easy job”: 
if Simon and Andrew would -have “for- : 
sook straightway” their nets and followed 
him? What do you think? Hobab turned 
down his brother-in-law .Moses with a‘ 
“Nothing doing” to the offer “we will do 
thee good.” But when Moses saw he had 
made a wrong approach, he said to Hobab, 
“Come along and.be our scout.” Hobab 
probably said, “I’m with you, Brother 
Moses” (Num. 10: 29-31; Judg. 4:11). I 
have always taken a leaf out of Hobab’s 
book. When I want a man in the Iron 
Rose Class or Rock Run Sunday School 
I have said, “Come with me and help keep 
the boys from getting ‘too big to go to 








The Golden Text in Song 





Mark 1:17 


me, and I 
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Sunday school.’” And the men have come 
by hundreds during the years. 

These Galileans were fishermen and quite 
likely the fishing trade was about all they 
knew. So Jesus spoke to them in the 
metaphor of their own language. Much 
preaching and teaching, oral and written, 
is over the heads of people. The most 
popular sermon in some churches is the 
five-minute sermon preached to the chil- 
dren before the morning sermon. The wise 
minister gets his truth in every-day terms 
and in words that need no dictionary, and 
then the “learned judge” and the tired ex- 
ecutive “eat it up,” as I heard one of them 
say. And that doesn’t mean a careless ser- 
mon, The sermon must be well groomed, 
perfect linen, harmonious tie, pressed suit, 
manicured nails, and in the moderate latest 
style of 1935. : 

If Jesus had said to Simon and Andrew, 
“Come ye after. me, and I will make you 
itinerant, paripatetic, promulgators of good 
news to a decadent and despairing and sub- 
merged world,” I doubt if the sons of 
Jona would know what Jesus was talking 
about any more than my Iron Rosers, and 
many of the readers of this Corner would, 
if that was my style of speaking and writ- 
ing. But there are those! 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


If possible, secure a fisherman’s net. If 
not, a rod and line. Then teach the les- 
son something like this, illustrating as you 
talk. 











OW many of you children ever went 

to the beach and saw the fishermen, 
after the day’s fishing was done, mending 
their nets? _ James and John were doing 
that when the Lord Jesus came by and 
called them, but Peter and Andrew were 
still fishing when he spoke to them; and 
what did he say? Your Golden Text tells 
you. (Have the children repeat it.) 

What did Jesus mean? He was going 
to teach them to fish for men, not fish. 

Why did Peter follow the Lord Jesus? 
Just a little while before this day, Peter 
met Christ and went home to stay all night 
with him, and he learned to love him, and 
so he wanted to obey him when he called 
to follow him. And Jesus kept his promise 
and made Peter a fisher of men. A few 
years after Peter followed Jesus, he 
preached a sermon in Jerusalem, and 
three thousand people believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. That was the way Peter 
fished. 

I am sure almost every one of you loves 
the Lord Jesus. You know about his birth 
at Bethlehem, his preaching and teaching 
and healing, and his death on the cross for 
our sins, and his resurrection. You believe 
in him. Now do you love him enough to 
go fishing for people to bring them to 
him? Will you tell. your playmates how 
Jesus Christ loves them? Will you ask 
them to come to Sunday school, where 
they will learn about him? Would you 
be willing to give them a Gospel of John 
to read, so they will know the story of 
Jesus? ‘All these are ways every one of 
you can. be fishers for the Lord Jesus. 
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You have all seen a man come home with 
his catch of fish, and how proud he was of 
them! Let me tell you a secret. You will 
be happier than he was, when you catch 
your first person for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
How many of you are going to be fishers 
for Jesus Christ, beginning now? Hands 
up! 

(A very good way of impressing this 
lesson on the child’s memory is to give 
each one a little paper fish, and have him 
print Christ’s words on it, our Golden 
Text, and let him take it home. This also 
gives the child an opening for telling the 
lesson story at home, sometimes with far- 
reaching results.) 
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Say, Fellows, — 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “Come and see!” 


Discussion: What can a fellow say today 
that will be, in effect, like Andrew’s chal- 
lenge to Simon? 


Objective: Getting witnessing power. 


AY, fellows, one of the strongest chal- 
lenges you will ‘ever issue is, “Come 
and see!” It means, “I can prove it, if 
you will come and examine for yourself.” 
I used to have a bird egg collection. All 
the boys in my neighborhood were inter- 
ested in bird eggs, and there was a rivalry 
in getting the greatest variety. We were 
careful to take only one egg (using a 
spoon) from a nest. We traded eggs, and 
there was an established exchange value. 
A robin egg was worth three sparrow eggs. 
A redbird, two robins; a hawk, six red- 
birds; a hummingbird, the rarest and hard- 
est nest to find and reach, was worth five 
hawks. A boy who had fooled me several 
times about eggs and whose word I had 
learned to doubt told me one day that he 
had found a hummingbird’s nest. I did 
not believe him. “Come and see,” he said 
—and with such a confident air that I 
followed him a mile into the woods, and 
there sure enough, on the bank of a stream, 
suspended to an overhanging limb, was one 
of those marvelously constructed nests of 

the hummingbird. 
I had followed that boy, half-doubting ; 


but his confident “Come and see” had led 


me to the spot where his statement was 
fully proven. 

Now Andrew, who got Peter with his 
earnest “Come and see,” was not the first 
to use that challenge. The Lord Jesus, 
himself, first made use of it, when John 
and Andrew approached him, asking, “Mas- 
ter, where dwellest thou?” Jesus answered, 
“Come and see.” I have often puzzled over 
that question, “Master, where dwellest 
thou?” What did they mean by it? John 
the Baptist had just pointed to Jesus, say- 
ing, “Betold the Lamb of God!” and as 
Jesus waiked away these two disciples of 
John the Baptist followed Jesus. If this 
was the Tamb of God they wanted to go 
after him and investigate. You can im- 
agine them overtaking him, probably one 
coming up on either side of him; and when 
he asks them what they are looking for, 
they answer with the question, “Master, 
where dwellest thou?” 

Well, fellows, I think it was this: If 
Jesus was the Lamb of God, the Messiah 
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come to take away the sin of the world, 
it was too tremendous a fact, too great a 
discovery, to investigate there in the crowd 
or upon the highway. They would go with 
him to his stopping place where they might 
sit down with him in privacy and undis- 
turbed and let him explain just what John 
the Baptist had meant when he called him 
the Lamb of God. To their question, Jesus 
answered, “Come and see.” And _ that 
meant, “I know what you want, and you 
shall have it in full; come, we will go to 
the place where I have a room and we 
will sit down there together and I will 
tell you all about it, so that you will have 
no doubt.” I wonder why the veil. is drawn 
over that interview. Wouldn’t you like 
to know just what passed between the 
Master and those two earnest seekers of 
the Light? But the result is more impor- 
tant, and the record gives us that. What- 
ever the interview was, it sent Andrew 
out like a flaming torch to give the news 
of what he had learned; and his first 
thought was of his brother, Simon Peter. 
Can you see Andrew’s blazing eyes as 
he approaches Peter, perhaps sitting there 
mending his nets, and shouts: “Simon, 
Simon, we have found him! we have found 
the Messiah! he has come; he is here; 
we have seen him; we have talked with 
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him. O Simon, there can be no doubt 
about it.” And -the record is that “he 
brought him to Jesus.’”’?’ When Peter came 
and saw Jesus, he knew that Andrew’s 
statement was true beyond doubt. He saw 
for himself. But it was the challenge of 
Andrew that led him to investigate. 

Fellows, you will never do a finer thing 
than to persuade some other fellow to 
“Come and see,”—to investigate Jesus 
Christ for himself; for after all, it is Jesus 
himself, through the Holy Spirit, who must 
bring. conviction. But you can be the 
challenger. And listen just once more: If 
you are going to challenge in a way that 
induces the other fellow to make that in- 
vestigation, your heart must shine through 
your eyes. And to do that, you must have 
that definite, intimate interview with the 
Master himself. Get away from the crowd 
and follow him into the quiet of that inner 
chamber. Take a fair and square look at 
him. Let him speak. Give him time to 
tell you all he wants to tell you, through 
his Word and by his Spirit; then your 
heart will flame, tgo; and when you chal- 
lenge a fellow to “come and see,” he will 
know that you have found a rare treasure 
that is worth his seeking, too. 


Greensporo, N. C. 





Teacher Training Lessons 


Preliminary Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 





In this department each week President 
McQuilkin and Secretary Benson, of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
give helps to accompany Unit II and Unit 
VI of the Preliminary Course of this As- 
sociation. In addition to the thousands con- 
tinuing this course in church and commu- 
nity classes or correspondence schools in 
which they are already enrolled, this affords 
a favorable opportunity for new students 
to take up the work. The Preliminary 
Training Course is offered in six Units 
and a certificate of credit is aWarded at 
the completion of each. This permits new 
students to enroll at any time for any part 
of the course, and receive credit Unit by 
Unit toward a teacher’s -certificate. Old 
Testament Poetry and Prophecy is the con- 
tent of the twelve lessons of Unit II; Sun- 
day School Administration is taken up in 
Unit VI. For information concerning the 
organization of a church or community 
class, or enrollment in a correspondence 
school, address Clarence H. Benson, Sec- 
retary, Evangelical Teacher Training As- 
sociation, 153 Institute Place, Chicago. 


Lesson 1. Old Testament 
Poetry and Prophecy 
By Robert C. McQuilkin 
Tue Book or Jos 
Selected Reading: Job 1-4, 6, 8, 9, II, 

14-16, 18-20, 22, 23, 26, 32-34, 38, 42. 
ILL man love and serve God for 
himself, apart from what he receives 
from God? That is the first great ques- 
tion in the Book of Job, the rich and right- 
eous man who lived in patriarchal days 


probably before Abraham. (Read Ezek. 
14:14; Jas. 5:10, 11.) Satan claims that 
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neither Job nor any man will serve God 
for naught, and the great trial is on. Satan 
is permitted to take away the possessions 
of Job, to slay his children, and finally 
to bring intense physical suffering and 
shame (chaps, I, 2). 

Job’s three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and 
Zophar — “miserable comforters” — come 
to console him. A silence of seven days 
is broken by Job’s cursing his day with 
Oriental vehemence. There follow three 
cycles of speeches, each friend speaking, 
Job replying, with Zophar not speaking in 
the third cycle (chaps. 3-31). These 
friends had a philosophy that God always 
blesses prosperity, and that loss and suffer- 
ing are punishments for sin. Job also be- 
lieved this, but in his own case he knew 
he was righteous. 

Job declares his belief in a Redeemer 
and in immortality, and cries out for a man 
to stand between him and God (19: 25, 26; 
9: 32-35). When the three friends cease 
to answer, a young man, Elihu, steps forth 
as one who is according to Job’s wish, in 
God’s stead (33:6), a type of Christ. He 
rebukes Job not as the friends did, but for 
justifying himself rather than God, and he 
presents God’s greatness and his use of suf- 
fering to bring blessing (chaps. 32-37). 
This is in preparation for the majestic reve- 
lation of God, in which he shows his glory 
and his greatness, before which Job ab- 
hors himself and repents in dust and ashes 
(chaps. 38-41). There follows the glorious 
restoration and the doubling of all Job’s 
blessings (chap. 42). 

The key to the problem of suffering is 
in the introduction. Had Job known that 
his suffering was vindicating God in his 
great conflict with Satan, how different 
would it have been! Every bit of suffering 
here is related to the great unseen spirit 
world. When God allows Satan to bring 
suffering, it is that He may work greater 
glory for Himself and a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory for the 
sufferer, as Paul shows in a New Testa- 
ment book on suffering (2 Cor. 4:17, 18). 

Job also is a type of Christ, the Right- 
eous One, whom God permitted to suffer 
as no man has suffered. 


wie 
Lesson 1 


America and the Sunday School 
By Clarence H. Benson 


HILE the Sunday school ‘had its in- 

ception in England and was recog- 
nized by John Wesley as “the noblest in- 
stitution that has been seen in Europe for 
centuries,” and by English historians as 
one of the two agencies “that preserved 
Great Britain from the horrors of the 
French Revolution,” nevertheless, it was 
to witness its greatest growth and accom- 
plishments in America. 

Two years after Great Britain had de- 
clared the thirteen original colonies a free 
and independent nation (peace between the 
two nations was formally recognized in 
1783), the first Sunday school was started 
on this side of the Atlantic, and today there 
are more teachers and pupils in the Sun- 
day schools of America than in all the 
rest of the Protestant world. While this 
organized laymen’s movement to reach the 
neglected children of the poor was long 
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regarded in Europe as a charity enterprise, 
from the beginning it was welcomed as a 
democratic institution in America by all 
classes, and enjoyed the popular prestige 
of our great public school system. 

And the Sunday school has made Amer- 
ica quite as much as America has made the 
Sunday school. At the time when the 
Sunday school was introduced as a prac- 
tical power in American communities, un- 
belief and skepticism were sweeping away 
the bulwarks of sound religious conviction 
in the older portions of the country, while 
an incoming flood of godless immigration 
was threatening hopelessly to engulf all 
vestiges of Christianity as a vitaltzing force 
in newer communities. The heroic mis- 
sionaries of the American Sunday School 
Union, which was organized in 1817, to- 
gether with the efforts put forth by the 
Sunday school boards of the denominations, 
were largely responsible for the religious 
life of the pioneers in the Western States. 
When Chicago was merely a hamlet and 
Illinois a prairie wilderness, Sunday schools 
were being established in many a remote 
settlement. These schools eventually grew 
into the churches that transformed the wild 
and rough character of the community, and 
prepared the way for the civilization and 
citizenship that followed. 

Give the Sunday school a chance and it 
will accomplish for America fully as much 
today as it has done in the past. Said a 
leading military man: “The army cannot 
save the country. The navy cannot save 
the country. Only Sunday schools sown 
as thick as schoolhouses can save America.” 


we 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for January 6) 


1. John 1: 35-42; 2: 1-12; 3: 223 4: 1-8. 

2. Three. The call to personal discipleship 
(John 1: 35-42), the call to follow him in full 
time service (Mark 1: 14-18; Luke 5: 1-11), 
the call to be among the Twelve as apostles 
(Mark 3: 13-19). 


3. It would have been natural for Andrew 
to speak to Jesus about his brother Simon 
on that first day’s visit. But the conversa- 
tion concerning Nathanael (John 1: 44-51) 
suggests that Jesus had the same supernatural 
insight into Simon that he had into Nathan- 
ael’s heart. 


4. Peter was probably a disciple of John, 
which would mean that he had repented and 
expressed his faith in the coming’ Messiah. 
Before that he was brought up in a godly 
Jewish home and probably had faith from his 
childhood up, with the outward expression of 
his faith when he was thirteen (Acts 10: 34- 
37; 2 Tim. 3: 14-16). His meeting face to 
face with the Lord was a crisis which is 
usually counted his “conversion.” ‘Then came 
the crisis of his call to service. 


5. Peter was supernaturally trained and 
gifted for the work, but God works with natu- 
ral gifts, which also are from him. Peter 
had energy and vigor, action and enthusiasm, 
and love, all of which could be used for the 
Lord. He was a man who knew men, and 
a man of industry; his calling was not a 
menial one, but on the other hand he was not 
trained in the schools, and so would be thought 
unfitted to be a religious leader. 

6. His personal faith in the Lord Jesus. 

7. “Christ Liveth in Me” (a popular hymn). 

8. John 14:17, 23; also 15: 4. 

9. Only as Jesus Christ makes you a “fisher 
of men,” through his Word and the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit. 

10. Because they are not following Christ 
as Lord, though they may have accepted him 
as Saviour. He has promised, “Come ye after 


me, and I will make you to become fishers 
of men.” 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 13. What Do I Know About Prayer? 
Luke 11 : 1-13. 





Sunday, January 6 


What Do I Know About God? 
(Psa. 89 : 1-34; 1 John 4: 16) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—God, the 
2 $ a-9). 
Tues.—God, the Sustainer (Job 34 : 13-15). 
Wed.—God, the Provider (Matt. 6 : 25-34). 
Thurs.—God, the Director (Rom. 8 : 28). 
Fri.—God, the infinitely Good (Matt. 19: 


Creator (Gen. 1:1; John 


16-22). 
Sat.—God, the All-powerful (Isa. 4o : 12-31). 











HERE are four principal sources 

through which God is revealed to man, 
—nature, providence, conscience, and the 
Word. In nature, we may see God as the 
creator and sustainer,—a God of majesty 
and might and infinite skill and wisdom. 
In providence, we may see God as the great 
administrator and regulator. Conscience 
shows us God as the lawgiver and arbiter. 
Yet these three sources, important as they 
are, are not enough, Nature, wonderful 
as it is, bears the mark of man’s sin. 
Providence may be misinterpreted by a 
heart not right toward God. And con- 
science may become evil or warped or 
calloused. And so God has seen fit to 
reveal himself to man in the Word, first 
through the written Word, which came 
down to us through holy men of old who 
spake as they were ‘moved by the Holy 
Spirit (2 Pet. 1:21), and finally by the 
Living Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
came to show us what God was like, so 
that having seen him we might also know 
God (John 14:9). 


It will be possible in the time allotted 
for a single prayer meeting to consider or 
discuss only a very small part of what the 
Bible tells about God. But let us list just 
a few of the important truths concerning 
his being and attributes. 


1. God is Spirit (John 4:24; 2 Cor. 3: 
17). He is not confined or restricted to 
a physical body such as we have, and yet 
withal he has definite personality. 


2. He is one being (Deut. 4:35, 30; 
6:4; Isa: 44:6-8; Mark 12:29; 1 Cor. 
8: 4-6; Gal. 3:20; 1 Tim. 2:5), yet at 
the same time exists as a threefold per- 
sonality (Gen. 1: 26; Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 
73: 14; Eph. 2: 18, 22; 4: 4-6; 1 Pet. 2:2; 
1 John 5:7, 8),— the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. These three are equal 
and have the same attributes, but are none 
the less one. 


3. God is self-existent (Exod. 3: 13-15; 
Acts 17: 24, 25; Rom. 11:35, 36; Rev. 1: 
8, 11). He is life itself and needs no out- 
side stimuli or contribution to maintain that 
life, 

4. God is eternal (Gen. 21:33; Deut. 
32:40; 33:27; Psa. 9:7; 90:2; 93:2; 
102: 12; 103: 14-17; 135:13; Isa. 41:4; 
48: 12; Jer. 10:10; Lam. 5:19; Dan. 4: 
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3; 34; 6:26; 4. Tim. 6:.15,: 26; 2. Pet. 3: 
8; Rev. 1:4, 8). Here again our reason 
staggers as we seek to understand the great 
truth proclaimed by God’s Word that God 
has always existed and always will exist. 


5. God is infinite (1 Kings 8:27; Isa. 
43:10; Psa. 145:3). He is not limited 
by time or space or condition. He is in- 
finite in power and wisdom and holiness. 


6. God is unchangeable (Psa. 102: 27; 
Mal. 3:6; Jas. 1:17). Because he is in- 
finite holiness, wisdom, and perfection, he 
changes not. He may change in his methods 
of dealing with men, but he himself never 
changes. 


7. God is truth (Deut. 32:4; Jer. 10: 
10; PGA. 33: 4: 87: 10%. 100: $s 11724; 
Mic. 7: 20; John 17:3; Rom. 3:4; 15:8; 
2 'Limk.. 2: 133. Litas: FZ). 

8. God is love (1 John 4:8, 16; John 
37 1G). 

9. God is holy (Psa. 99:9; Isa. 5: 16; 
Ezek. 36: 21-23; 39:7, 25; 1 Pet. 1:16; 
1 John 1:5). j 

10. God is omnipresent (Psa. 139:8; 
Jer. 23:23, 24; Acts 7:48, 49; 17:27). 
God is all 2nd in all. Yet this is not 
pantheism, which says that this tree or this 
blade of grass is God. Such things are 
not God, but are the work of his fingers. 


11. God is omniscient (Job 12:22; 24: 
1; Psa." $3: 13; 343° 1907 11,12; 147: 4, 5; 
Isa. 40:14; Dan. 2:22; Amos 9:2, 3; 
Acts 15:18; 1 John 3: 20). 

12. God is omnipotent (Gen. 17: 1; Exod. 
G:35 Pea 15:3) 196605. fe. 52: 7; 273 
Matt. 19:26; Mark 10:27; Luke 1: 37; 
18: 27; Eph. 3: 20; Rev. 19:6). 

And so we might continue with many 
other marvelous attributes that the Bible 
reveals concerning God. Yet with all this 
mass of evidence about God, we may miss 
the most important thing of all. It is not 
enough to know about God. The most im- 
portant thing for us is do we know him? 
Has this knowledge about God created in 
our hearts a love for him and a desire to 
know him and to be like him? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Sea Birds 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


T WAS ona rain-gray day, full of mists 

and warm showers, that we started for 
the sea. Our road led through southern 
New Jersey, and was bordered by the wild 
flowers of the Barrens, butter-yellow false 
foxglove, lilac spikes of hairy-button snake- 
root, polygonella, all pearl and rose, golden 
asters, orange polygala, and that strange 
white figwort, the turtle-head. 

We crossed the Plains, that uncanny 
twenty-five square miles of country where 
all the trees are dwarfed like those in a 
Japanese tea garden. Beyond them we 
came to wind swept dunes with a pale 
sea beyond, where the ceaseless surf broke 
forever upon a beach the color. of old 
silver. 

There we met those incurable optimists, 
the surf fishermen. 


All day they stood © 
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thigh-deep in the salt water and cast and 
cast interminably but never, never did they 
catch a fish, One of them told me that he 
had had a nibble early that morning, an- 
other one had had a bite the day before. 
They reminded me of those fishermen in 
the Seine, whom I used to see in France, 
who as far as I could make out only 
caught a fish once or twice in a long life- 
time. 

Beyond the fishermen were the birds 
that we had come to see. Everywhere 
were herring gulls, the old ones with white 
heads and tails, pearl-gray backs, and gray, 
black tipped wings, while the young ones 
were blotched with black and brown. Here 
and there were laughing gulls, some with 
the black heads of summer, others in win- 
ter plumage with white heads streaked with 
dusky black. Then there were ring-billed 
gulls, difficult to tell from the herring 
gulls, except that they were smaller and 
had yellow legs, if one could get close 
enough to make out that field mark. 

All along the beach were the sandpipers. 
Flocks of pale-gray sanderlings, -white: be- 
neath with a black center to every feather 
on their backs, who followed every. reced- 
ing wave close to the water’s edge. . Then 
at the edge of salt water pools were flocks 
of Western sandpipers which look almost 
exactly like semipalmated sandpipers but 
have longer and more curved bills. The 
Banker was our authority on those birds, 
and we meekly accepted his statements as 
to which were which, although we strongly 
suspected that he was guessing, 

Apart from the sandpipers we saw a 
willet, a slim, trim, sand-gray bird, who 
moved along the beach giving a suppressed 
curtsy every once in a while and showing 
black and white wings when he flew. 

Back in the dunes we came upon a 
little company of the piping plover, darling 
little birds, so light as hardly to be dis- 
tinguished from the white sand across 
which they pattered, and who gave sweet, 
piping calls when they flew. I remember 
finding my first nest of the piping plover 
on a beach at the Bay of Fundy and years 
later another one on a dune on Little 
Beach Island, off the New Jersey coast, 
four eggs in a little hollow in the hot 
sand. 

Then the Banker took us far up the 
beach to where there were great patches 
of dead bayberry bushes. There he sud- 
denly clapped his hands loudly and out 
from among the bushes flew, one by one, a 
colony of black-crowned night herons. We 
scanned each one hopefully, because the 
Banker told us to expect one or more of 
the rare yellow-crowned night herons from 
the South in that company. In winter 
plumage the yellow-crowned look like the 
black-crowned, except that they have 
longer legs, so that a strip of bare shank 
shows beyond the tail when they fly, while 
the black-crowned show only the feet. No 
yellow-crowned appeared, however, and we 
took to our car again and motored far up 
the beach. 

An osprey flew close beside us not far 
overhead, at a gait of exactly twenty miles 
an hour, much to the delight of the Artist, 
who hails from California, where ospreys 
are as rare as rough-legged hawks are 
here. The Banker told us about a young 
friend of his who climbed to an osprey’s 
nest to band the young and was attacked 
and badly gashed by the female osprey. 
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That brought up stories of attacks by 


eagles, great-horned owls, and screech 
owls in the nesting season. Also I re- 
membered that a wood thrush once flew 
at my face when I visited her nest, and 
another occasion when I had to beat off the 
thrusts of a common tern.. Then we dis- 
cussed at some length the stories of eagles 
carrying off young children and decided 
that most of them were imaginary. The 
Artist, from personal observation, assured 
us that a golden eagle, the most powerful 
of the species in this country, can only with 
the greatest difficulty carry off a jack rab- 
bit, which certainly weighs less than the 
average child. We all agreed that prob- 
ably the only bird of prey which could 
menace the life of a child would be the 
grim lammergeyer, that Alpine bird, a cross 
between a vulture and an eagle, the largest 
European bird of prey. 

Back from the dunes were wide stretches 
of tawny green marshlands, dotted here and 
there with white herring gulls. Beyond 
the gulls showed three patches of such 
intense white that we examined them 
through our field glasses and found them 
to be three American egrets, those exquisite 
white herons which drift up from the South 
more and more frequently every summer, 
quite a colony of them now nesting in the 
southern part of New Jersey. 

Beyond the egrets towered one great 
blue heron, which looked as big as a roc 
when it flew. Everywhere were fish crows, 
which are a little smaller than the ordinary 
crow and can best be told by their voices, 
as the fish crow talks through his nose and 
says “car,” instead of the “caw” of the 
American crow. 

Here and there we saw turkey vultures 
and a few marsh hawks, those harriers 
with white rump patches, hunting back 
and forth across the salt meadows. Then 
there were flocks of white-bellied tree 
swallows in such numbers that they looked 
like swarms of enormous mosquitoes. 

Once an irregular flock of blue-winged 
teal passed high overhead, but the great 
bird adventure of the day came when we 
had headed the car toward the Point. 
Suddenly through the sky not far over- 
head came a little hawk about the size 
of a sparrow hawk, but which looked 
almost black in the gray haze, and we 
recognized delightedly that rare falcon, 
the pigeon hawk. He looked and flew 
like a miniature duck hawk and comes 
down every year from the Far North and 
haunts our beaches. The little killer had 
a grim and-adequate look. 

Everywhere on the beach were ring- 
necked plover with a broken black band 
across their throats, and once on a mud 
flat covered with green gangrenous patches 
of seaweed we came upon a series of per- 
fectly round tracks in the mud, the sign 
and seal of the opossum, whose paw prints 
are like those of no other mammal. By 
night he had sallied out from some near-by 
patch of woods to hunt for fiddler and 
ghost crabs. Everywhere we saw the bur- 
rows of the latter. Occasionally there 
would be a white flash across the sand, 
and we would glimpse a ghost crab with 
his white shell with a lace-like pattern of 
gray and eyes on stilts, which gave him 
a most comical appearance. Usually they 
would disappear in some near-by burrow 


from which, a moment later, two black 


eyes would peer out. 
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Once we came upon a ghost crab too 
far from a burrow to escape. He imme- 
diately pretended to be dead, but retained 
enough life to give the Artist, who picked 
him up, a severe pinch, which caused said 
Artist to drop him with a startled yell. 

Beyond the mud flat we came upon a 
great company of black skimmers huddled 
together on the sand, strange birds with 
their black wings, white-streaked heads, 
and red bills, with the lower mandible 
longer than the upper. As they crouched 
on the sand they yapped like a pack of 
dogs, while near them were black-breasted 
plover, turnstones, and semipalmated sand- 
pipers. 

On the way home we followed a road 
through a great marsh, where we stopped 
to pick bunches of purple gerardia and sea- 
side goldenrod. There we heard the alarm 
note of the short-billed marsh wren, “Chip- 
chop, chip-chop,” and a moment later saw 
him in the long grass, the second smallest 
bird of our Eastern States. His tiny body 
was brown, streaked with black and white, 
with tawny sides, and he rattled when he 
sang, while the long-billed marsh wren 
clicks, and the Carolina wren rings. 

Beyond the wren we heard the “Chip- 
whee-oo” of the white-eyed vireo and saw 
a goldfinch in full plumage, with his black 
wings and golden head and body. 

The last bird of the day we met on the 
way home in the heart of the Barrens, an 
immature red-tailed hawk perched on a 
low pine tree, its lighter breast distinguish- 
ing it from its brother, the red-shouldered 
hawk. 

We went home in the afterglow where, 
through an amethystine haze, distant 
showers made long slanting lines of gold 
and rose against a sky of rippled flame 
spaced with long strips of apple-green and 
aquamarine. 


Haverrorp, Pa. 








The Victorious Life 




















A Minister's Confession 
and Testimony 


PASTOR who is a reader of THE 
Sunpay ScHoo, TIMES wrote a letter 
to the Editor, a year ago: 


By some unknown channel I came into 
possession of the little pamphlet called “The 
Life That Wins,” and had had it in my 
possession without reading it. Then one 
day, in a time of real struggle, I noticed 
this pamphlet on my desk and the title sug- 
gested just what I was —— —° 2 
thank my God for the message he brought tc 
my heart through it. 

After twelve months had passed, this 
minister wrote the TIMeEs again: 


“I was in one of the darkest periods of 
my life at the time a friend handed me the 
little tract. I knew I was a child of God, 
but the lack of power in my life, the cold- 
ness of my life and of my prayer-life more 
especially, and a certain sense of helpless- 
ness in changing the situation, had almost 
caused me to despair. I had told my wife 
that I thought that if things persisted as 
they were, I should have to leave the min- 
istry. 

“Then it was that the Lord brought to 
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my heart the joy of the assurance that my 
‘life is hid with Christ in God.’ And, 
praise his holy name, he has also given 
the daily assurance of this fact, so that I 
can face each day in the strength of that 
assurance, 

“I cannot express as I would like the 
blessed fruits of this truth. It has given 
me new courage in my approach to God in 
prayer. And especially this, —it has given 
me real victory in my life over things in 
which I felt myself so bound before. Then, 
too, — and surely this is only for the glory 
of God,—the ministry of the Word is 
again bearing its abundant fruit in that 
souls are turning from darknesg to light. 
It has also been my joy to see others led 
into this same blessed conviction.” 

What this pastor and child of God found 
is offered freely, in Christ as Saviour, Lord, 
and Life to all who will believe and receive 
that which is fully and freely declared in 
the New Testament concerning Christ and 
the believer. (The tract, “The Life That 
Wins,” is one of several pamphlets on the 
Victorious Life published by The Sunday 
School Times Company, and may be had 
at 20 cents a dozen, 2 cents each, or $1.50 
a hundred, postpaid.) 


The Crown of Assurance 
(An editorial, from the second page) 


Heaven lies forever in the justification 
of a single soul. What extraordinary rest- 
fulness the truth gives! It souls con- 
tinually baffle us, we remember that we 
cannot enroll them in the Lamb’s Book 
of Life; we can only find them there: how- 
ever hell may rage, and Antichrist triumph, 
the saved will not be diminished by a single 
soul, or Heaven be deferred by a single mo- 
ment: so also, in spite even of our own 
sins, the biggest obstacle God has got to 
overcome, all we who believe shall triumph . 
at last. “Though all devils descend upon 
me, and all kings, emperors, heaven and 
earth be against me, I nevertheless know 
that I shall conquer at last” (Luther). 

So now we understand why all things 
work together for good to them that love 
God. The manufacture of the Gobelin 
tapestry in Paris has been, for hundreds 
of years, the monopoly of the French 
Government, and the exquisite products 
of the loom are never presented except as 
royal gifts to reigning dynasties, or to 
heads of republics. The secrets of its 
manufacture are confined to the families 
of the weavers, who hand down the art 
from father to son. An oil painting hangs 
where the weaver, as he sits at the loom, 
can easily see it; with his eye constantly 
on the model, he selects his threads and 
colors and shades, and feeds the loom, 
which his feet control; and, with an in- 
cessant shift and flash of thread and shuttle 
and loom, the figure in oils is reproduced 
in a tapestry so rich as to be a gift for 
kings. The oil painting is Christ: the 
weaver is God: the frame is the believer’s 
life: the flash of thread and shuttle and 
loom are all things working together: the 
finished product is a gift and companion 
for him who is King of kings and Lord 
of lords. 

’ So Paul, after pausing for a moment 
on the last plateau of justification, scales 
the crowning peak of assurance. “Who. 
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shall lay anything to the charge of God’s 
elect? ... it is Christ Jesus” — not we— 
“that died.” ‘If any would lodge a valid 
accusation against God’s elect, he must 
establish a flaw in Christ’s atonement, or 
in Christ’s resurrection, or in Christ’s 
ascension, or in Christ’s intercession: he 
must prove a flaw in Christ: for it is in 
Christ that the justification, freeing us 
from all flaw, has been pronounced once 
for all by God. So therefore the swan 
song of the unrisen redeemed pours from 
apostolic lips. “For I am persuaded’ — 
it is safe to make our own a persuasion 
of the man who wrote half the New Tes- 
tament — “that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers’ — 
not all the forces of hell acting on the 
mind of God to wean us from him— “nor 
things present” — such as my worst trans- 
gressions— “nor things to come” —not 
even the Judgment Seat with its awful 
possibilities — “nor height, nor depth’ — 
not all the infinities that stretch between 
God and my soul—‘“nor any other crea- 
tion” — worlds beyond worlds, in any fresh 
universe that God may ever make — “shall 
be able” — no, not if all these put forth 
their combined power—“to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 





[With the New Books 


A New Book on Prophecy 


Unveiling the Future. Twelve Pro- 

phetic Messages by Twelve Different 

Authors. (Fundamental Truth Pub- 

lishers, Box 388, Findlay, Ohio, $1 

postpaid.) 

T WOULD be difficult to plan a book 

covering the outstanding themes and de- 
tails of Bible prophecy in a more satis- 
factory way than “Unveiling the Future.” 
In less than two hundred pages, clearly 
printed and easily read, and at a low price, 
the publisher has given the reader exactly 
what most people want to know on this 
great subject. The twelve chapters are by 
twelve different writers, and these chapters 
move revealingly through the great themes 
of prophecy, as follows: 

The Ultimate Triumph of Jesus Christ. By 
Harry Rimmer, D. 


- The Morning Pier — (ihe Rapture). By 
Arno C. Gaebelein, D.D. 

Prophecy and Present Problems. By Wil- 
liam B. Riley, D.D. 

Why Should We Believe in the Second 
Coming? By Charles G. Trumbull, Litt.D. 

The Second Coming of Christ, the Mean- 
ing, Period, and Order of Events. By Jarnes 
M. Gray, D.D 

The Practical Aspect of the Blessed Hope. 
By Keith L. Brooks. 

The Return of the Jews — Israel’s Rema 
ering. By L. Sale-Harrison, B.D., Th.M 
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When God Laughs. By Donald Grey Barn- 
house, 


is Antichrist at Work. By Roy T. Brumbaugh, 


Nearing Armageddon — The Coming War. 
By Arthur I, Brown, M.D. 


God’s Plan of the Ages. By Wm. L. Pet- 
tingill, D.D. 

The Fallacy of the General Judgment The- 
ory. By T. Richard Dunham. 

The little volume is really a cyclopedia 
or commentary of extraordinary value, and 
can profitably be kept at hand by many a 
Sunday school teacher and pastor for con- 
stant reference in studying and answering 
questions in Bible prophecy. It furnishes 
material for a richly rewarding series of 
studies in any Bible class, or in Sunday 
or Wednesday evening meetings in the 
church. 

And. it is filled with fresh and unusual 
information, Dr. Riley brings together 
startling and_invaluable facts. Dr. Gaebe- 
lein shows meanings of the Morning Star 
with which most Christian people are un- 
familiar. Dr. Gray’s study is characteris- 
tically rich and satisfying. Dr, Trumbull 
gives seven rexzsons why we should believe 
in the Second Coming. Dr. Brown’s proof 
that we are “Nearing Armageddon” is con- 
vincing and terrifying —but for the fact 
that God’s children know they will be 
caught away from this world before that 
awful conflict. 

If you wish a storehouse of valuable 
material on the Lord’s return and the events 
that precede and follow, or if you have 
friends who are skeptical and need to be 
“shown,” you will never regret securing 
this volume. 

ye 


Crucifying Christ in Our Colleges. By 
Dan Gilbert. (The Danielle Publishers, 
4266 Van Dyke Place, San Diego, Cal., 
paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1.) This is un- 
deniably a terrible book, and the most 
terrible phase of it is that it seems 
undeniably to be dealing with facts. Its 
author says, “For every indictment I have 
levied against university professors I have 
proof.” And he demonstrates the truth of 
his statement. Older readers will recall 
that earnest contenders for the faith as 
long as forty years ago warned of the ef- 
fect bound to be produced upon young lives 
by the materialistic philosophy and agnos- 
ticism ‘then just coming into favor in cer- 
tain university classrooms in America. 
Reading this book is like having the cur- 
tain suddenly drawn back revealing the last 
scene in a ghastly tragedy of which one 
had then only a sketchy prologue. 

One is reminded, too, how popular it was 
during the World War to attribute all the 
cruelty and “frightfulness” that made Ger- 
man militarism revolting to the propaga- 
tion in German universities of the ideas 
and ideals of Nietzsche and others of his 
ilk. It is more than disturbing, then, to 
learn that today the Nietzschean creed is 
being fostered in our own classrooms with 
an ardor nothing less than religious. And 
the harvest from this deadly sowing is 
already being reaped. The American pub- 
lic was apprised of that fact at the trial of 
Loeb and Leopold. Says the author, refer- 
ring to another youthful wreck, “Having 
witnessed my companion’s descent into the 
depths of degradation following his adop- 
tion of Nietzscheanism, I am fully aware 
that as surely as the blood of the Lamb 
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has power to regenerate the sinner, so the 
philosophy of Nietzsche has diabolical 
power to debase and damn the virtuous.” 
He illustrates the fiendish workings of 
atheistic teaching upon brilliant young 
minds by a series of tragic instances almost 
unbelievable, but for the accuracy of which 
he and his four collaborators can vouch. 

Quotations from texts and from profes- 
sors of recognized standing are simply ap- 
palling. If there remains in this country 
a spark of the spirit that prompted the 
founding of our Christian colleges and uni- 
versities a century and more ago, such an 
indictment of our schools of today can 
hardly be read with unchallenged indiffer- 
ence. In many instances the university 
professors who are deliberately propagat- 
ing sin and lawlessness are the very ones 
who were the victims of those early lib- 
erals; and these surely outdo their prede- 
cessors, 


The Keswick Convention, 1934. Notes 
of the Addresses Revised by the Speakers. 
(Pickering and Inglis, Glasgow, Scotland, 
paper, 2 shillings sixpence; cloth, 4 shil- 
lings.) For fifty-nine years the great 
Convention for the deepening of the spir- 
itual life has been meeting amid the beau- 
tiful surroundings of Keswick, England. 
Last summer some four thousand delegates 
gathered there to listen to the searching 
messages. This careful record of all the 
addresses will be a channel of blessing to 
Christians throughout the English-speaking 
world, as it lays before them the great 
privilege of a life of sustained communion 
with God. This volume is especially at- 
tractive, as it contains a fine panorama of 
the Vale of Keswick, showing the town, 
Derwentwater, and the mountains; and a 
group picture of all the speakers, as well 
as other photographs. As they turn these 
pages, those who have been to’ Keswick 
will again feel the keen mountain air, see 
the lovely lake in its many moods, hear 
the wonderful singing in the great tent, 
and feel something of the blessings that 
came upon the Convention. Here are four 
Bible readings on the Cross by W. W. 
Martin; a complete record of the special 
service broadcast over the air; and many 
other messages from such well known men 
as Bishop Taylor Smith, W. H. Aldis, A 
Lindsay Glegg, Northcote Deck, A. E. 
Richardson, E. L, Langston, and Preben- 
dary W. Wilson Cash. Those who are 
hungry for closer fellowship with God, 
who are conscious of emptiness and failure 
in their lives, will find plainly’ set forth 
in this volume the way to a life of peace, 
power, and joy in Christ. 

His Last Word. By Arno Clemens Gae- 
belein, D.D. (Publication Office, Our 
Hope, 456 Fourth Ave., New York, $1.75.) 
To clarify the confusion that exists in 


many interpretations of the twenty-fourth 


and twenty-fifth chapters of Matthew comes 
a simple, clear, and truly Scriptural study 
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by Dr. Gaebelein. This passage has. iong 
been the hunting ground of. all kinds of 
spiritual oddities and -private interpreters. 
False views of this text have furnished 
ammunition for the enemies of God’s Gos- 
pel of grace. A mixture of opinion has 
been built around the Lord Jesus’ last 
address which has created a hopeless con- 
fusion among many of his followers. Lovers 
of the Bible will feel grateful to Dr. Gae- 
telein for furnishing so true and solid a 
view of each portion of the text. There 
are three parts. The first deals with the 
events at the end of the Jewish Age, as 
set forth in Matthew 24: 4-44. The second 
expounds Matthew 24:45 to 25:30 as 
teaching concerning the Christian era. Im- 
portant applications are involved in this 
passage. The third part explains the judg- 
ment of the nations as recorded in Matthew 
25: 31-46. 

Dealing with the second advent of our 
Lord Jesus Christ these two chapters are 
before the Christian public in outstanding 
importance today. It is imperative that 
this Scripture be rescued from the hands of 
foolish and in some cases anti-Christian 
manipulators. In giving us this exposi- 
tion Dr. Gaebelein has made available to 
Bible students a timely and valuable help. 


How to Make Home a Type of Heaven. 
By A. E. Stuernagel. (World’s Best Lit- 
erature Depot, Zion, Ill., 25 cents.) Said 
a Japanese student who was a holiday guest 
in an American home: “Your home is 
beautiful; but there is one thing I miss. 
I have seen you worship God in your 
church; but I have missed the God in your 
home. In Japan we have a god shelf in 
every home where the head of the house 
worships daily. Do not Americans worship 
their God in the home?” This booklet con- 
tains six addresses on home life and its 
problems which have been used by the 
author in evangelistic campaigns. The first 
discusses the home itself as a Heaven-or- 
dained institution; the others, the various 
home relations in the light of the Word, 
the attitude of husband to wife and its re- 
verse, the duties of parents to children and 
of children to parents, and the question of 
discipline in the home,'a vital necessity 
sadly neglected today. “If I stay another 
week in your home, I shall become a Chris- 
tian in spite of myself.” So said Lord 
Peterborough to Fénelon.. In how many 
modern homes is there such an atmosphere? 


The Spurgeon Centenary Booklets. 
(Marshall, Morgan and Scott, London; 
may be obtained from the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Phila- 
delphia, 50 cents each.) The writing of 
Charles H. Spurgeon is full of sentences 
that one would like to remember. His in- 
sight into Scripture was wonderfully keen, 
and he set forth Bible truths in striking 
language. Here are six gift books of 
thirty-two pages each, attractively printed, 
and each with a beautiful colored picture of 
an English country scene stretching across 
the back and front covers. The first book- 
let contains four messages on “Good Cheer 
for all Times”; the other five each contain 
two messages on the following topics “The 
Gardener: Lessons from Nature,” “How 
Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds,” “God’s 
Prodigal Love,” “Proving God,” and 
“Peace, Perfect Peace.” All these little 
sermons on Bible texts quickly lift the 
mind from the cares and anxiety of our 
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daily life to the peace and power and joy 
that God will impart to each trusting be- 
liever. These beautiful little booklets make 
attractive and appropriate gifts, such as 
a superintendent might give to his teachers, 
or an adult Bible class teacher to his 
scholars, and as they are read and reread 
they will bring cheer and comfort to many 
hearts, 


The Pathway to the Stars. By Lionel 
B. Fletcher. (Marshall, Morgan and Scott, 
Ltd., London, one shilling.) Twenty-one 
short messages are given here for those 
who have just begun the Christian life. 
It will be welcomed by those who hate 
the presence of sin in their lives and de- 
sire the radiance of a conquering life. As 
they read they will be encouraged to a 
childlike faith in the power of the risen 
Christ. Many who read will have differ- 
ent convictions about the bringing in of the 
Kingdom, but all real Christians will find 
soul refreshing. The pathway of the Chris- 
tian life is described as very attractive, 
the view more glorious, and the experi- 
ences richer as we draw nearer the Celestial 
City. The writer’s Christian experience 
is well worth passing on to others, 


The Bible at the Bar. By W. M. Rob- 
ertson. (Pickering and Inglis, 229 Bothwell 
St., Glasgow, Scotland, paper, 1 shilling; 
cloth, 1 shilling sixpence.) It is one thing 
to believe the Bible; it is another thing 
to defend it against the attacks of Mod- 
ernism, and to convince doubters that it is 
the inspired Word of God. Here is a con- 
cise handbook, a valuable addition to the 
literature written in defense of the Bible. 
Some of the chapters that seem especially 
valuable are: Is the Bible the Word of 
God? Blunders of the Bible Blasters; In- 
spiration— What It Is and What It Is 
Not; Some Supposed Discrepancies in the 
Bible; The Bible—A Literary Phenom- 
enon; Was Christ a Higher Critic? Many 
of the Modernist and Atheist arguments 
are boldly faced and answered in a logical 
and convincing way. The supposed diffi- 
culties and discrepancies of numerous texts 
and passages are clearly explained. Strik- 
ing quotations from archeologists, scien- 
tists, and writers of note, which are hard 
for the ordinary reader to find, are given 
here, all showing that the Scriptures can- 
not be broken. It is a reference work that 
pastors, Bible teachers, and all Sunday 
school workers will be glad to own, and 
to which they will turn frequently in their 
service for the Lord. 


To What Purpose? By Marshall Broom- 
hall. (China Inland Mission, 237 W. 
School Lane, Philadelphia, 35 cents.) One 
might epitomize the biography of Emil 
Fischbacher thus: Born in Glasgow 1903; 
sailed for China 193i; died in Turkestan 
1933. “To what purpose hath this waste 
of the ointment been made?” This exqui- 
site little volume essays to answer the ques- 
tion, not only as it applies to the brief 
career of Emil Fischbacher, but to many 
another cut off in its prime. The author 
quotes another’s comment concerning David 
Brainerd. “He did less in his lifetime than 
his biography did after he was gone. The 
harvests of many seasons may spring from 
seed sown in a moment of time. . . . We 
can but spell a surface history. Love 
only understands the mystery.” Emil Fisch- 
bacher was a member of the last party to 
go out to China to complete the Two Hzn- 
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dred of the C. I. M. It is strikingly signifi- 
cant that at the farewell meeting in Lon- 
don the Rev. W. H. Aldis should have 
spoken on the alabaster box of ointment. 


Nine Etched from Life. By Emil Lud- 
wig. (Robert McBride and Co., New York, 
$3.) The nine men selected as subjects for 
these masterly “original etchings” are men 
whose task it has been in large measure 
to shape the destiny of the new Europe 
which has emerged in the kaleidoscopic 
years since the World War. All of the 
nine were personally known to the author, 
some of them intimately; so that they are 
in very truth sketches from life drawn by 
the hand of a master at characterization. 
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The author's conclusions are of course col- 
ored, as all such deductions are bound to 
be, by his own philosophy of life, and as 
such will be challenged by Christian readers 
who know that prophecy is a matter of di- 
vine revelation. The sketches are, never- 
theless, as absorbingly interesting as they 
are satisfying from the standpoint of liter- 
ary excellence. Sometimes the author’s 
deductions are terrifying. As for instance: 
“The next war will not be merely annihil- 
ating. It will be empty of results even 
for itself. . . . Fate is preparing the final 
doom of nationalism. When the great 
struggle for the mastery of the races is 
finished . . . all national problems will have 
been obliterated. The victims will turn on 
their leaders and betrayers and will take 
from them the last remnants of that money 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and property around which the national 
conflicts have raged. But the ideal of 
World Citizenship will tower above the 
waters of this final deluge.” Yet Stalin, 
the subject of the last sketch, and perhaps 
the one most in sympathy with such a pro- 
gram, said to the author, “Schicksal, Fate? 
No, I do not believe in Fate. It is con- 
trary to law. It is something mystical. 
In this mystical thing I do not believe.” 
The rest of the nine are Nansen, Masaryk, 
Briand, Rathenau, Motta, Lloyd George, 
Venizelos, and Mussolini, 
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December 31 to January 6 


Mon.—John 1 : 35-42. Peter’s Conversion. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Peter’s transfor- 
mation by divine grace, and power, had 
also its human instrument —his brother 
Andrew. .There were preceding influences, 
and special divine encouragements, operat- 
ing in his case as in all conversions. Testi- 
mony, influence, and the Spirit’s power 
make souls willing to yield to Christ. Are 
you teaching and winning your brother? 
Pray for the Chattanooga Bible Institute, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Tues.—Mark 1: 14-18. Peter’s Call. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Peter was called 
to discipleship a second time. The second 
call involved a special ministry, which was 
prepared for by a miracle (Luke 5: 1-11). 
The old life and associations were left 
behind for fellowship with Christ. This 
resulted in bringing into Peter’s life grace 
and glory. Pray for William Jennings 
Bryan University, Dayton, Tenn. 


Wed.—Matthew 10 : 5-15. Peter’s First Campaign. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: This was one of 
the first milestones on Peter’s pathway of 
Christian service, Discipleship was crowned 
with apostleship. Association with Christ 
in the ministry of the word, by virtue of 
the Lord’s personal choice, was the purpose 
of this fellowship and service. Ask the 
Lord to bless and enlarge your labors in 
the service of the Lord. Pray for Bob 
Jones’ College, Cleveland, Tenn, 
Thurs.—Isaiah 52 : 7-12. 
A Call to Bring Good Tidings. 
Prayer SucceEstions: The call of God 
for consecrated “gospellers” comes to all 
who share salvation. Little groups every- 
where await the glad tidings of saving 
grace. Peter’s ministry was commonly to 
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small companies of hearers (Acts 9: 323 
10: 33). Devoted laborers in spreading the 
Gospel even in isolated places are certain 
to be honored of God. To whom are you 
God’s messenger? Pray for the National 
Bible Institute, New York C:ty. 


Fri.—Ezekiel 3 : 16-21. 
A Call to Give Warning. 
PRAYER Succestions: Every child of 
God is a watchman. Responsibility for 
warning people against the penalty of sin 
and for telling them of God’s provided sal- 
vation in Christ is inescapable. Christians 
are always exposed to the danger of slid- 
ing into sin, and they must be cautioned. 
God has made us our brother’s keeper. 
Pray for Toronto Bible College, Toronto, 
Canada, 


Sat.—Amos 7: 10-15. A Call to Denounce Sin. 

PraYeER Succestions: Disapprobation of 
evil is a sacred responsibility resting upon 
the Christian. Many are anxious to wound 
but afraid to strike abuses and wrongs. 
Reproof is a Christian duty. If sin is not 
condemned, we shall be condemned for 
not reproving it. The surest way to re- 
monstrate against the sins of others is first 
to stab our own sins. Pray for the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles (Cal.) 


Sun.—Isaiah 6:1-8. “Here Am I; Send Me.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: We are useless 
for the service of God until we are cleansed. 
When iniquity is purged away the ear is 
attuned to hear the call of God, and the 
heart is prepared to say: “Here am I; 
send me.” Pray for the Kingston Bible 
School, Kingston, Canada. 
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